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She must be a creature of another race so high & mighty & angelic, do-
ing things by impulse — or some divine inspiration & not by effort &
struggle of will. But she sounds almost too holy to be talked about as a
mere wonder. Miss [sic] Nightingale says — with tears in her eyes allud-
ing to Andersen that they are ducks & have hatched a wild swan — she
seems as completely led by God as Joan of Arc...it makes one feel the
livingness of God more than ever to think how strait He is sending his

spirit down into her, as into the prophets & saints of old. (Letters, p.307)

COHEDICHBEETHB/OERBIE, F_oBEMTIR. X0 —BIEARBMLL.
BREANS DB BN EELL TV B,

She has no friend — and she wants none. She stands perfectly alone, half-

way between God and His creatures. (Letters, p.319)
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She used to go a great deal among the villagers here, who dote upon her.
One poor woman lost a boy seven years ago of white swelling in his knee,
and F.N. went twice a day to dress it.... The mother speaks of F.N. —
did to me only yesterday — as of a heavenly angel. Yet the father of this
dead child — the husband of this poor woman —died last 5t of September,
and I was witness to the extreme difficulty with which Parthe induced
Florence to go and see this childless widow once while she was here....
She will not go among the villagers now because her heart and soul are
absorbed by her hospital plans, and as she says she can only attend to

one thing at once. (Letters, p.319-20)
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The family uses people, not for what they are, nor for what they are
intended to be, but for what it wants them for — for its own uses. It
thinks of them not as what God has made them, but as the something
which it has arranged that they shall be. If it wants some one to sit in
the drawing-room... though that member may be destined for science, or
for education, or for active superintendence, by God, i.e., by the gifts

within. (Cassandra, p.216)
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And family boasts that it has performed its mission well, in as far as
it has enabled the individual to say, ‘I have no peculiar work ... nothing
that I cannot throw up at once at anybody’s claim’; in as far, that is,

as it has destroyed the individual life. (Cassandra, p.216)
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