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One of my mes is, I do believe, a true Christian — (only people call her
socialist and communist), another of my mes is a wife and mother, and
highly delighted at the delight of everyone else in the house, Meta and
William most especially who are in full extasy. Now that’s my ‘social’
self I suppose. Then again I've another self with a full taste for beauty

and convenience whh is pleased on its own account. 1’
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... I do believe we have all some appointed work to do, whh no one
else can do so well; Wh. is our work; what we have to do in advancing
the Kingdom of God; and that first we must find out what we are sent
into the world to do, and define it and make it clear to ourselves,
(that’s the hard part) and then forget ourselves in our work, and our

work in the End we ought to strive to bring about.
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One thing is pretty clear, Women, must give up living an artist’s life, if

home duties are to be paramount. 3
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How am I to reconcile all these warring members? [ try to drown
myself (my first self,) by saying it's Wm [William] who is to decide
on all these things, and his feeling it right ought to be my rule, And so

it is — only that does not quite do. 4
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Man for the field and woman for the hearth:
Man for the sword and for the needle she:
Man with the head and woman with the heart:
Man to command and woman to obey;

All else confusion. ...9
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As womern, ..., the first thing of importance is to be content to be
inferior to men — inferior in mental power, in the same proportion that
you are inferior in bodily strength. Facility of movement, aptitude,
and grace, the bodily frame of woman may possess in a higher degree
than that of man; just as in the softer touches of mental and spiritual

beauty, her character may present a lovelier page than his. 19
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... the natural though hidden hope of a young girl’s heart to cheer her
[Libbie] on with the bright visions of a home of her own at some
future day, where, loving and beloved, she might fulfil a woman'’s

dearest duties. 12
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... l know I'm never likely to have a home of my own, or a husband
that would look to me to make all straight, or children to watch over

or care for, all which I take to be woman’s natural work, ... !3
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I must not lose time in fretting and fidgetting after marriage, but just
look about me for somewhat else to do. I can see many a one misses it
in this. They will hanker after what is ne'er likely to be theirs, instead
of facing it out, and settling down to be old maids, and, as old maids,
just looking round for the odd jobs God leaves in the world for such as
old maids to do. There's plenty of such work, and there’s the blessing

of God on them as does it. 14

TTRRENTVA LD i) B —id, MBLicbfdr o5 onicdE:s s D,
ZNEEATRED, 7L, BT 2ol0 AMEC bENS 501, Eix
EERLTWVWA,

YA F Y R REFEL OEBTERORESESEEL. TR i
(odd women) W EEMETNTEREINT W, TOEROBLTOIHEDE
DRARO—EBRDOLIICRENT VS, YV E-DFELEOBOTIBRT » « 74
2 v v (Anne Dixon) B#EENRED., Y E—EBRONERVEET 22
BT NB3EI8 L, LhLYE—@FhbuhksTWie7 5 v 7 0EROBHIK
BREBICHIKUIZ BNV ERE, S5RTVYR BLA->-TWEDhL, K
THESSWIRATHRIC LBV LV - TREREBALIHEELT S, £h
LT E—i3, REGRBOHF—ABRF. 2 BOOW—DHERK
BTLE- I EEFICBEY, 72805, FTEHRVEZB SN D LICHEK
FTENLTVIREERNT. (HAKKBANL, BRAOBIMLHTHEVA - -
IZDELT] &Y E—IFE I, COLHIBKRROUELTY E—BiE-
0 EMHZHOFEEMBELAET 2 C L REHN»>BRH I L TH 5,

Ll E—iE, WbWwa7I=2btbh3LHDLSic, F1Hh5H
SOBETRAZHESIWELZREL, B RVWTHI 2B L TWEOTH
BV, BONKBREPOZINROIBEBNUIL 120, MhsEL o/l
AROHBRIREOFRBOAFTHLLEFELUNL, REOEEH L L THER



EIMADEEFERALDTH 5,

5

F oy 24 VEREBREOES & UTIER/NG MEE%IRVE > T (“Half
a Lifetime Ago”, 18556) %2H D LiF/-\, RO oAl v, X—¥ v e F 12
v v (Susan Dixon) D¥HEE2HETWI 5,

Z=HFVIiFYv = A FET T F (Westmoreland) 15 ORECELL/NEE
BOBRTH 1o 22—+ Xy 2 (Yew Nook) EFEEN TV 3 ERTEE LRE
REBTLTWEN, AL v ~—2Z b (Michael Hurst) &% H
TIARLZEH OIS, ﬂﬁﬁﬂ%%lb%ﬁt(ﬁéoﬁMTﬁﬁﬁ%7
ZATLEL B, RKASF 7 RIBRE L, 1BV IFT M. Hoiks LToRE%E
Ko PROF TR 10FETOHY + U — (Willie) 3, MickEE
DR, BVWEMBEEE L5, BoMiEE2T 2 &0 EKROREE & DR EST
BIeHR—Y Ui, IBREA T VORE— 4 Y —FHRICANTEEB L &
HEVD bD—%HEBT B, A X VR —FrOTEED, BlOLHL L/
7 (Eleanor) L#EMEd %, ZOX DI BHFBEOLATA ¥ rid, RELCXNEME
ZELTL 5B0EEEAEN S, HhoFTHHWE2— « Xy 7 BFLE#O
BHBEFEIC OB > TUMRCBEEL TV, ZOXIBR—F/DM&%EF ¢ 2
TVRIISEMIE T TR,

.. not an ounce of unnecessary flesh was there on her [Susan’s] bones

— every muscle started strong and ready for use. 16
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When she [Susan] returned to Yew Nook, she took Michael Hurst’s
widow and children with her to live there, and fill up the haunted
hearth with living forms, that should banish the ghosts.

And so it fell out that the latter days of Susan Dixon’s life were

better than the former. 1®
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The exercise of a talent or power is always a great pleasure; but one
should weigh well whether this pleasure may not be obtained by the
sacrifice of some duty. When 1 had little children I do not think I
could have written stories, because I should have become too much
absorbed in my fictitious people to attend to my real ones. ... When
you are forty, and if you have a gift for being an authoress you will
write ten times as good a novel as you could do now, just because you
will have gone through so much more of the interests of a wife and a

mother. 19
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It was wonderful how her [Elizabeth Gaskell's] writing never inter-
fered with her social or domestic duties. I think she was the best and
most practical housekeeper I ever came across, and the brightest, most

agreeable hostess ... 2D
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