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A woman stands at the great wool-wheel, one arm extended, the
other holding the thread, her head thrown back to take in all the scope
of her occupation ; or, if it is the lesser spinning-wheel for flax — and it
was this that Sylvia moved forwards to-night — the pretty sound of
the buzzing, whirring motion, the attitude of the spinner, foot and
hand alike engaged in the business — the bunch of gay coloured
ribbon that ties the bundle of flax on the rock — all make it into a
picturesque piece of domestic business that may rival harp-playing

any day for the amount of softness and grace which it calls out. (44)
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{----) In his haste to help her, Charley took up one of the pails.

“Eh! that'n 's to be strained. Yo’ have a’ the cow’s hair in. Mother's
very particular, and cannot abide a hair.”

So she went over to her awkward dairymaid, and before she — but
not he — was aware of the sweet proximity, she was adjusting his
happy awkward arms to the new office of holding a milk-strainer over
the bowl, and pouring the white liquid through it.

“There!” said she, looking up for a moment, and half blushing; “now

you'll know how to do it next time.” (193-94)
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“We have not thought it necessary to commend Hester Rose to you;
if she had been a lad, she would have had a third o’ the business along
wi’ yo'. Being a woman, it’s ill troubling her with a partnership; better

give her a fixed salary till such time as she marries.” (185)
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