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THREE years ago I became anxious (from circumstances that need
not be more fully alluded to) to employ myself in writing a work of
fiction. Living in Manchester, but with a deep relish and fond
admiration for the country, my first thought was to find a frame-work
for my story in some rural scene; and I had already made a little
progress in a tale, the period of which was more than a century ago,
and the place on the borders of Yorkshire, when I bethought me how
deep might be the romance in the lives of some of those who elbowed

me daily in the busy streets of the town in which I resided.
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Patrick Colquhoun, A Treatise on the Wealth, Power, and Resources of the
British Empire, in Every Quarter of the World Including the East Indies
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Besides, there’s many on ‘em as had nought to begin wi" there’s
Carsons, and Duncombes, and Mengies, and many another, as comed
into Manchester with clothes to their back, and that were all, and now
they’re worth their tens of thousands, a’ getten out of our labour; why
the very land as fetched but sixty pound twenty year agone is now
worth six hundred, and that, too, is owing to.our labour; but look at

yo, and see me, and poor Davenport yonder; whatten better are we?2
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‘Run, Mary dear, just round the corner, and get some fresh eggs at
Tipping’s (you may get one a-piece, that will be five-pence), and see if
he has any nice ham cut, that he would let us have a pound of.

‘Say two pounds, missis, and don’t be stingy,” chimed in the husband.

‘Well, a pound and a half, Mary. And get it Cumberland ham, for
Wilson comes from there-away, and it will have a sort of relish of
home with it he’ll like, — and Mary’ (seeing the lassie fain to be off),
‘you must get a pennyworth of milk and a loaf of bread — mind you
get it fresh and new — and, and — that’s all, Mary.’

‘No, it’s not all,’ said her husband. ‘Thou must get sixpenny-worth of
rum, to warm the tea; thou'll get it at the “Grapes”. And thou just go to
Alice Wilson; he says she lives just right round the corner, under 14,
Barber Street’ (this was addressed to his wife), ‘and tell her to come
and take her tea with us; she’ll like to see her brother, I'll be bound, let

alone Jane and the twins.’®
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...; where the workwomen were called ‘her young ladies’; and where
Mary was to work for two years without any remuneration, on
consideration of being taught the business; and where afterwards she
was to dine and have tea, with a small quarterly salary (paid quarter-
ly, because so much more genteel than by week), a very small one,
divisible into a minute weekly pittance. In summer she was to be there
by six, bringing her day’s meals during the first two years; in winter
she was not to come till after breakfast. Her time for returning home

at night must always depend upon the quantity of work Miss



Simmonds had to do.®
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‘They’'ve done something to Margaret to give her back her sight!
exclaimed she.

‘They have. She has been couched, and can see as well as ever. She
and Will are to be married on the twenty-fifth of this month, and he’s
bringing her out here next voyage; and Job Legh talks of coming, too,
— not to see you, Mary, — nor you, mother, — nor you, my little hero’
(kissing him), ‘but to try and pick up a few specimens of Canadian
insects, Will says. All the compliment is to the earwigs, you see,

mother!’ ®
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