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A hundred years ago, its appearance was that of picturesque grandeur.
The old houses, which were the temporary residences of such of the
country-families as contented themselves with the gaieties of a
provincial town, crowded the streets and gave them the irregular but

noble appearance yet to be seen in the cities of Belgium. (1)
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Down in that green hollow they were quite in harmony. Her beauty
was all that Mr Bellingham cared for, and it was supreme. It was all he
recognised of her, and he was proud of it. She stood in her white dress
against the trees which grew around; her face was flushed into a
brilliancy of colour which resembled that of a rose in June; the great
heavy white flowers drooped on either side of her beautiful head, and
if her brown hair was a little disordered, the very disorder only
seemed to add a grace. She pleased him more by looking so lovely
than by all her tender endeavours to fall in with his varying humour.
(74-75)
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... those who held this attitude towards landscape, in short, were able
to do so because they were not involved in the landscapes they met
with: their eyes ‘look over’ them, and manipulated the objects in them,
simply according to the rules and structures sanctioned by a pure and
abstract vision, and without any reference to what the function of
those objects might be, what their use might be to the people who

lived among them.”
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