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But sooner or later she must know the truth; so, taking courage, she
knocked at the door of a house.

“Is this Mrs Jones’s?” she inquired.

“Next door but one,” was the curt answer.

And even this extra minute was a reprieve. (335)
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On large occasions like the present, Mrs Wilson’s innate generosity came
out. Her weak and ailing frame imparted its irritation to her conduct in
small things, and daily trifles; but she had deep and noble sympathy with
great sorrows [. . .]. (446)
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[...] I was conscious [...] that my feeling towards Life and Art had some
affinity with the feeling which has inspired “Cranford” and the earlier
chapters of “Mary Barton.” That idea was brought the nearer to me,
because [...] when I was writing “Adam Bede,” I satisfied myself for the
lack of a prospect by reading over again those earlier chapters of “Mary
Barton.”®
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“Oh — I forgot. You were all for that stupid James Wilson. Well! if I've
ever the luck to go witness on a trial, see if I don’t pick up a better beau
than the prisoner. I'll aim at a lawyer’s clerk, but I'll not take less than a
turnkey.”

Cast down as Mary was, she could hardly keep from smiling at the idea,
so wildly incongruous with the scene she had really undergone, of looking

out for admirers during a trial for murder. (422)
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