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The first claimed that female friendships were notoriously shallow, most
often a “rehearsal” for “serious business” of relationships with men.
Admitting the occasional “very real” friendships, the article claimed these
could only occur when both women were “verging towards middle age, when
neither [was] a wife or a mother, and when one [had] a stronger character
than the other, so that they impact better together, and bring into their
relations the charm of protection on the one side and of reliance on the
other”—in effect, only when the relationship conformed to conventional
heterosexual roles. The second article depicted women as possessive,
competitive, and untrusting, “not ashamed to suspect their sisters of

improper feelings”, and it concluded, “you seldom see any sense of the



community of sex.” *
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[. . .] I know I'm never likely to have a home of my own, or a husband that
would look to me to make all straight, or children to watch over or care for,
all which I take to be woman’s natural work, I must not lose time in fretting
and fidgetting after marriage, but just look about me for somewhat else to
do. | can see many a one misses it in this. They will hanker after what is
ne'er likely to be theirs, instead of facing it out, and settling down to be old
maids; and, as old maids, just looking round for the odd jobs God leaves in
the world for such as old maids to do. There's plenty of such work, and

there’s the blessing of God on them as does it. (189)
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Throughout her life, Elizabeth Gaskell was to maintain that maternal love
is not the attribute of every mother, that a woman may give birth to a child
that she detests, and that it is possible for the love the love of parent and

child to be established between strangers or distant relations. *°
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“[. . .] Of late (since I loved, old man), | have been cruel in my thoughts to
every one. | have turned away from tenderness with bitter indifference.
Listen!” she spoke in a hoarse whisper. “I will own it. I have spoken hardly
to her,” pointing towards the corpse,--“her who was ever patient, and full of
love for me. She did not know,” she muttered, “she is gone to the grave
without knowing how | loved her--1 had such strange, mad, stubborn pride
in me.” (138)

oooomooooooooboooobooboobobobooboobobobboboo



ooooooooooooooboooboobobobobobobobobooobooOobooOOooOoOo
oooooooooooooooboobbobobobobobobobobobooboboooDoo
ooobooooboooboooobooobooooooobobooooooobooboooon
ocoooooooooooooooboboboboboOobboboboOobooboboooo
coooooooooobOOobOOobOooo
goooooooooooooooooobobooboboboooooboooo
ooooooooooooooobooboboobobooboboooboooooooo
oooooooooooooboooboobboboboboOoboboboOoOoboOoOoOoOoOooo
poooooooobooooboooobobbobobooboboobooboobooboOoOooOoon
ooooooboooooooboiss400oooooboooonooon
ooooooooooooooobooboboboboboobobooboooboooboobooooo
cooooooooooobooboooboobbobobobobobooboooboooboooboooo
gooooooooboooooboooobobbooboboobooOoobooOoboOOoOoOon
oooooooooobooobooboobbbobobobobobobooboobooboooboo
oo
gdooodoooooooooooboobooobbobobobooboooboooboooo
oomoooboobooboDbOoDbOobObOObObObObOobobObOoOobObObOoOobobOooOD
ooooooooooooboobooboobbboobobobobobooboooboboooboo
00000 oo00o0b0O00ooOU00ooOLO0O0obOUODOODUODoODOooDO
ooooooooooooooooboobbooboboobobooooOobooOoboOoOooOoo
ooooooooooooooobobboboboboboboboboobooboboobooDoo
ooobooobobboobooboomiaamooooomoooooooooon
cooooooooooobooooboobbooboboboboboboooobooboobooOoooOoo
oooooooooooooooOoOoDODOODOODOODO

1l
gOooOo0oOoOoOoOooOoCoOoOoOoOoDoDoDDODOSusanDixonODOOOOO
goboooobobooobooobooobobuoobbooobooooboobo
Michael Hurst 00 0000000000000 0O0O0OO0O0O0OO0O0CO0OO



00000 “Martha Preston™? 000000000000 00000000
goooooooooooooooobooOobOobobobOobbobbobbobooo
oowlymooooooooboooooooooooooooooooboooonn
ooooooooooooooooboboOoOobOobbobOobbobOobboboo
oooooooooooooooobboobOobbobobbobbobbboo
goooooooooooooooobooOobOobobobOobobbobboboo
ooooooesmbooouoooboobooooooooooooooooon
oobooooooOoooobObocOoobooOooboOooOooooOoOooOoboe2OOO
oooooooooooooooOoODOODOObObObObOOOOOO
oo ooooooooboboobobboboobo
oooo0ooOO0oooooooooooo willyooooooooooooooo
oooooooooooooooobOoboOobOobbobbobbobbobboboo
oooooooooodoooooooogoooossmoooooooon
oooooooooooooooobobOobOobOobbObOobbobbObbboo
ooooogeoo2moooooooboboobobooobobobooboboboboboobooo
obOoooobOobooobOooOoobooOooboOobooOooboooboOoOooDoOoon
goslnuboouooooooooooooobobobobobobobobo
oooooooooooobooDooDo
gjjobjoboboooooooooooooooooooooboobobobooo
dooooooooooooooobbooboobobbobobbobbobbboo
gmi1o10oooooooboOoooo0ooooooooboooooobOoooDo
ooooboooooooooboooooooobooooooooboobooooooon
oooooooooooooooooOooOoboOobbobOobobobbobbobooo
goooooooooooooooobooobobboboobbobobbboo
oooooooooooooooooDobOobOobDObDODODbDODbDbODOO
000000000 000000O000oO00oDOU0oDOoDoDooDoo®®ooo
oooooooooooooooooooOobOobbobOobbobbobboboo
pgooooooooooooooooooooboboboboobobobboboo
ooooooooooooooooobOoOoObOobobObbobbobbbbobooo
oooooooooooooooooOoOoOoObOoboOobOobobobbobbooboo



gobooooooobooooooooooboooobooboooboobooooboboooo
gbobobobooodoboboboboboooobobobobobo
goboboobooooboboboboboooboboboboboobobg
gobooooobooobbbooobooooboooboboooobooooooD
OO0O0D0OD silvias LoversD 18630 D000 0O00OOOOOOOOOOOOO
0000000000000 00000000000000@* 000o0ooon
gboboboooboobobobobooboooboboboboboobobo
gobooooobooobobbooobooooboooobooooboooooo
goboooooboooboobbooboooooobooooboooobooooon
googboboobooboboobobboboobobooboboon
gbobooboobogobobobobooooboboboboboobobg
goboboooooobooooobooooon

g

oomobooooobomoooobooomobooooobooobog
goboooooboooboobboooboooooboooobooobooooo
goboboboooobooboboboboooboboboboboobobg
goboboobooooboboboboboooboboboboboobobg
gobooooobooobobboooboooobooooboboooobooooo
goboooooboooboobbooobooooobo0oooboooboooooo
goboobobomoooogoboobooboooobooboobooboob
goooobooooobooooooboooboomc20bbooobooonoo
gobooooobooobobbooobooooboooobobooobooooo
goboooboogbooobooboooboomoooobooobooboooboon
goooooboobooobooobooobobuoobboooboooobobo
gboboobooboobobobobooooboboboboboobobo
gobobooooobooooboboooboobooboooobo

gbobobobooooboboboboboooobobobobobo
OD00o0o0O0000O000o0000o00000“The Grey Woman” 18610 [



D000 AmanteOODOOOCOO AnnaSchererDOOOOOOOODOOOOO
gdooooooooooboboobodboooooooboobooooog
goboooboooboobboobooboobbooboobbooboo
00000000o000oo0ooooooooooooooooooooon
00 00 0RuthO 18530 0 Sally O O Cousin Phillisd 1863-640 O Betty 0 0
0000003 0000000000000000000000000000
gobboguboobuoobbouboobuoobboobuoobbuouoboo
OO0O0O0PhillisHolman 0000000000000 O0O0OOO William
Holdsworth 000 0000000000000 0O00OO0OOOOOODOOOO
goooooooobooobboubodboobbooboobboouooon
000000000 00o00o00ooooooood@ oooooooooa
00o00000oU0o0oo0ooOoooUooooooooooooo

a
O 00ooooooooobOobb00ooozoc2ionooooooooooOooOn
ooooOoooooobboOooooooboOoooooon

1. Pauline Nestor, Female Friendships and Communities: Charlotte Bronté, George
Eliot, Elizabeth Gaskell (Oxford: Clarendon, 1985) 12.

2. Nestor 13.

3. Nina Auerbach. Communities of Woman: An Idea in Fiction (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard UP, 1998) 78-97. O O O 0 Coral Lansbury [0 Elizabeth Gaskell: The
Novel of Social Crisis (London: Elek, 1975)87-93 0 00 000000000000
0000000000000 0O0000000ooOooODOO00oDoooooo
0000000000000 000000000o0o0oO0O00ooDoUoooO
Joooooooobobobobob0o000000d000o00U0oUUgddNestor
4901

4. “Libbie Marsh's Three Eras,” A Dark Night's Work and Other Stories (Oxford:
Oxford UP, 1992) 167-93. “Well of Pen-Morfa,” The Moorland Cottage and Other
Stories (Oxford: Oxford UP, 1995) 123-43. “Half a Life-time Ago,” Cousin Phillis



and Other Stories (Oxford: Oxford UP, 1981) 59-102. 0O OO0 O0O0O0O0O0OOOO
goooooooooooooo

Anna Unsworth, Elizabeth Gaskell: An Independent Woman (London: Minerva
Press, 1996) 215-16. 00000000000 ODOOOOOOOOODOOOOOO
00o0oo0oooooooooobooodoooooooooooboooooo
ooooooooooooog

6. Angus Easson, Elizabeth Gaskell (London: Routledge, 1979) 203.
7. John A. V. Chapple and Arthur Pollard eds., The Letters of Elizabeth Gaskell

10.
11.
12.

13

14.
15.
16.

17

(1966; Manchester; Manchester-Mandolin, 1997) 69.

00000000000 OJenny Uglow, Elizabeth Gaskell: A Habit of Stories

(London: Faber and Faber, 1993) 1200 Lansbury 150 0 000000000000

gooodmoooodoodo—o0ooooooboonoooD—mMmoog

ooOoopoilipz001M110000

000o0o0oo0000ooooooon “animage”" 000000O0O0OO0OOO

0oooooodddddddddoooooooooUUoDUd Easson

2000 0 0000000000000 00O0O00O0D0O0O0OOOOoOOoOOoOO

ooo

Lansbury 16.

Lansbury 9.

“Martha Preston,” (Sartain’s Union Magazine, vi, 1850) 133-38. D OO OO0 OO0

gooooooooono

0000000000000 U0oo0ooUoooooooooooooOgyd. G

Sharps, Mrs. Gaskell's Observation and Invention: A Study of Her Non-Biographic

Works (Fontwell, Suss.: Linden, 1970) 87-92 0 [0 243-48 00 0 0

00000o0odboooooooo0mMoodoonoDon19961l 690

Nestor 66.

Uglow 264.

0000000000000 000000000OOOFurther Letters of Mrs
Gaskell, eds. John A. V. Chapple and Alan Shelston (Manchester: Manchester UP,
2000) 259-600 0000000 U0ODDOO0O0MO0O0OOOO0OUODOOOOOOO
Jooooob00ooOooooOooD0—ao0b0obooooooooaoo
000—MO0000000ooO20000215-16 0000



