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...I can see her now, standing under the budding branches of the grey
trees, over which a tinge of green seemed to be deepening day after day, her
sun-bonnet fallen back on her neck, her hands full of delicate wood-flowers,
quite unconscious of my gaze, but intent on sweet mockery of some bird in
neighbouring bush or tree. She had the art of warbling, and replying to the
notes of different birds, and knew their song, their habits and ways, more

accurately than any one else | ever knew. (327)
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...Phillis is what she is because her father was there to guide and teach
her, yet as Paul shrewdly realizes there has been a weakness in the
upbringing which has made it easier for events to take their shape, and for

which Holman is responsible. There has been this time an excess of care.’
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