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I know nothing of Political Economy, or the theories of trade. | have

tried to write truthfully; and if my accounts agree or clash with any system,



the agreement or disagreement is unintentional.®

OO00O0O0OOGaskelOOOOOOOOOOOOOODODOOODOOOOOOO
gooboboooooboobobobobooboboboboboobobg
OO000mMwruthfullyDDOOO0OO0OO0O0O00O0O0 GaskelOOOOOOOOOO
goboooooboooboobboooboooobooobobooooboooooo
gooooooo

DO0000o0oooooogdGaskelDODODODODOOOOODODODOO1848
01000000000000000000 Edward ChapmanOO0O00O0O00O
GaskellOD 70 100 00CCCOOOODODODODOODOOOO

I hardly know what you mean by an ‘explanatory preface’. The only
thing | should like to make clear is that it is no catch-penny run up since
the events on the Continent have directed public attention to the
consideration of the state of affairs between the Employers & their work-
people.

If you think the book requires such a preface | will try to concoct it; but

at present, | have no idea what to say.*
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With the remark, ‘I know nothing of Political Economy, or the theories of
trade’, she (Gaskell) deliberately distanced herself from Harriet Martineau
and other professed experts. She was defiant as well as modest: ‘truth’ must

come beyond ‘system’.
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The Narrative itself is, of course, fictitious; but the circumstances adduced

are unexaggerated and strictly true.* (0 0000 0000)
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The general reader whose attention has not been specially drawn to the
subject which these volumes aim to illustrate, the Condition of the People,

might suspect that the Writer had been tempted to some exaggeration in

the scenes which he has drawn and the impressions which he has wished to
convey. He thinks it therefore due to himself to state that he believes there

is not a trait in this work for which he has not the authority of his own

observation, or the authentic evidence which has been received by Royal
Commissions and Parliamentary Committees. But while he hopes he has
alleged nothing which is not true, he has found the absolute necessity of
suppressing much that is genuine. For so little do we know of the state of
our own country that the air of improbability that the whole truth would
inevitably throw over these pages, might deter many from their perusal.**
(0O0O0Ooooon)
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I was far from suspecting while | wrote them (The Rioters and The Turn-
out) that wages and machinery had anything to do with political economy; I

do not even know whether | had ever heard the name of the science.’®
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Their clenched fists, their set teeth, their livid looks, all told the suffering
which their minds were voluntarily undergoing in the contemplation of
crime, and in familiarising themselves with its details.

Then came one of those fierce terrible oaths which bind members of

Trades' Unions to any given purpose.
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