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interested in what she has written. | don't mean merely in the story and mode of
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... She [Bronté] i] as she calls herself Oundeveloped ; thin and more than
1/2 a head shorter than I, soft brown hair not so dark as mine; eyes (very
good and expressive looking straight & open at you) of the same colour, a
reddish face; large mouth & many teeth gone; altogether plain; the forehead
square, broad, and rather overhanging. She has a very sweet voice, rather
hesitates in choosing her expressions, but when chosen they seem without
an effort, admirable and just befitting the occasion. There is nothing

overstrained but perfectly simple.d GL, pp.124-250
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...Such a life as Miss B's | never heard of before Lady K S described her
home to me as in a village of a few grey stone houses perched up on the north
side of a bleak moor looking over sweeps of bleak moors. There is a court of
turfs & a stone wall, — (no flowers or shrubs will grow there) a straight
walk, & you come to the parsonage door with a window on each side of it.
The parsonage has never had a touch of paint, or an article of new furniture

for 30 years; never since Miss B's mother died. (italics mined (GL, p. 124)
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This I know, however, very well—that if I could go and be with you...I
should like it much ...it is the pleasantest, gentlest, sweetest temptation
possible: but—delectable as it is, its solicitations are by no means to be
yielded to without the sanction of Reason....00 BL I, p. 5330
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If it [Gaskell’s invitation] had come a week ago, | should just have obeyed
its injunctions simply and at once—and gone straight over to Manchester
for a few days—; but I have an old friend and schoolfellow staying with me
just ‘now’ and | hope she will not leave me for some weeks, so that at
present | am bound to home.

You do not know—you cannot tell what a relief is her society; not that
she boasts any special superiority of character—but she is at least truly
good and kind and we have many quiet subjects of interest in common, and
her attention...her very presence give me a sort of new life—a support and

repose for which | cannot be too thankful. (BL 11, p. 590)
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... dare not but write to you with as little delay as possible. It must be
confessed you have an excellent method of spurring to activity any loitering
correspondent. Do you know you prove yourself thereby to be somewhat

impulsive and very determined? (BL 11, p. 591)
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