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I know nothing of Political Economy,or the theories of trade. | have tried

to write truthfully;
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| told the story (Mary Barton O 0 0 [0 ) according to a fancy of my own; to
really SEE the scenes | tried to describe, (and they WERE as real as my
own life at the time) and then to tell them as nearly as | could, as if | were
speaking to a friend over the fire on a winter's night and describing real

occurrences.®
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‘...there is no living English writer whose aid | would desire to enlist, in
preference to the authoress of Mary Barton (a book that most profoundly

affected and impressed me)’
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They had been two and twenty years man and wife; for nineteen of those
years their life had been as calm and happy as the most perfect uprightness
of the one side, and the most complete confidence and loving submission on
the other, could make it. Milton’s famous line might have been framed and
hung up as the rule of their married life, for he was truly interpreter, who
stood between God and her; (206) ®
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“Mother, don’t look at me! | have been so wicked! and instantly she hid her



face, and groveled among the bedclothes, and lay like one dead. (239)0 0O O
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I had always felt a deep sympathy with the care-worn men, (Ixxix)
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“And have | had no suffering ?” asked Mr.Carson, as if appealing for
sympathy, even to the murderer of his child. ...

The eyes of John Barton grew dim with tears. Rich and poor, masters and
men, were then brothers in the deep suffering of the heart ...

The sympathy for suffering, formerly so prevalent a feeling with him,

again filled John Barton'’s heart, (4250 000000
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“Yes, | know all, — all but her sufferings. Think what they must have
been!”

He made answer, low and stern, “She deserved them all; every jot,”
“Oh!” she said,with a sudden burst, “Will Leigh! I have thought so well of
you; don’'t go and make me think you curel and hard. Goodness is not

goodness unless there is mercy and tenderness ... (238)
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“Thou should give me time. | would do right in time. ... I will do what is
right and fitting, never fear.” (238)
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Mrs.Leigh and Lizzie dwell in a cottage so secluded that, until you drop
into the very hollow where it is placed, you do not see it. ... every call of
suffering or of sickness for help is listened to by a sad gentle-looking woman
who rarely smiles ... (241)
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I could have written stories, because | should have become too much

absorbed in my fictitious people to attend to my real ones. | think you would

be sorry if you began to feel that your desire to earn money, even for so
laudable an object as to help your husband, made you unable to give your
tender sympathy to your little ones in their joys & sorrows; and yet, don't
you know how you, — how every one, who tries to write stories must
become absorbed in them, (fictitious though they be,) if they are to interest
their readers in them. ... a good writer of fiction must have lived and active
& sympathetic life if she wishes her books to have strength & vitality in
themMO0 0000000
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