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The Indian Ocean is not only infinitely smaller than it used to be, but the
Indian mail, under the guidance of steam, has been granted almost a
miraculous passage through the waters of the Red Sea. The Mediterranean,
which is now only a week from us, has before our eyes shrunk into a lake.
(Head 23)
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A Post Office, as its primary function, sets up and then advertises the
existence of impersonal spaces, which are continually there, and into which
you can send your letters once they are written. [...] Letters thus, from the
point of view of the sender, disappear when sent into an established system,
which is awash with other letters, and come out, after a delay, on the other
side. [...] for those aristocrats and gentry used to the cocooning feeling
provided by the private carriage of letters by trusted and known carriers,

the Post Office generated a new and perhaps uncomfortable feeling. (How 4)
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That spring day was the last time he ever saw his mother’s face. The writer
of the letter — the last — the only person who had ever seen what was
written in it, was dead long ago — and I, a stranger, not born at the time

when this occurrence took place, was the one to open it. (C 100)
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I dropped it in the post on my way home; and then for a minute I stood
looking at the wooden pane with the gaping slit which divided me from the
letter, but a moment ago in my hand. It was gone from me like life — never
to be recalled. (C 182-83)
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It seemed to me as if I had read its contents before, and knew exactly what
he had got to say. I knew he was going to be married to Lucille Ventadour;
nay, that he was married; for this was the 5% of July, and he wrote word
that his marriage was fixed to take place on the 29 of June. I knew all the
reasons he gave, all the raptures he went into I held the letter loosely in my
hands, and looked into vacancy. (CP 292-93)
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