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We aspire to live in the Household affections, and to be numbered
among the Household thoughts, of our readers. We hope to be the comrade
and friend of many thousands of people, of both sexes, and of all ages
and conditions, on whose faces we may never look. We seek to bring into
innumerable homes, from the stirring world around us, the knowledge of
many social wonders, good and evil, that are not calculated to render any of
us less ardently persevering in ourselves, less tolerant of one another, less
faithful in the progress of mankind, less thankful for the privilege of living
in this summerdawn of time [. . .].

To show to all, that in all familiar things, even in those which are
repellent on the surface, there is Romance enough, if we will find it out [. . .]

is one main object of our Household Words. (I, 1)
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[...] I thought that there could be no more romances written on the same

kind of plot as Caleb Williams; [. . .] Now, in 1851, the offended master would

set the Detective Police to work; there would be no doubt as to their success; the



only question would be as to the time that would elapse before the hiding-place
could be detected, and that could not be a question long. It is no longer a struggle
between man and man, but between a vast organised machinery, and a weak,

solitary individual; we have no hopes, no fears — only certainty. (111, 247)

In all, Inspector Field is received with warmth. Coiners and smashers
droop before him; pickpockets defer to him; the gentle sex (not very gentle
here) smile upon him [. . .]. Before the power of the law, the power of superior
sense - for common thieves are fools beside these men — and the power of a
perfect mastery of their character, the garrison of Rats’ Castle and the adjacent
Fortresses make but a skulking show indeed when reviewed by Inspector Field.

(111, 267)
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We are naturally shocked at discovering, from facts such as these, the
causeless rancour with which innocent and industrious people were so recently
persecuted. Gentle reader, am I not rightly representing your feelings? If so,
perhaps the moral of the history of the accused race may, perhaps, be best
conveyed in the words of an epitaph on Mrs. Mary Haud, who lies buried in
the churchyard of Stratford-on-Avon

‘What faults you saw in me,
Pray strive to shun;

And look at home; there’s
Something to be done.’ (VII, 80)
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Sloggins warmly recommends that all Theatres be shut up for good, all
Dancing Rooms pulled down, and all music stopped. Considers that nothing
else is people’s ruin [. . .]. Consequently, all the five and twenty [. . .] do
severally urge that the requirements and deservings of Job Smith be in nowise
considered or cared for; that the natural and deeply rooted cravings of mankind
be plucked up and trodden out; that Sloggins’s gospel be the gospel be the
gospel for the conscientious and industrious part of the world; that Sloggins
rule the land and rule the waves; and that Britons unto Sloggins ever, ever,

ever, shall — be — slaves. (X, 52)
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Abstract

Reading Gaskell’s Works
with Dickens’s Household Words as Intertext

Takumi KATO

This article focuses on the way Charles Dickens arranged Elizabeth Gaskell’s
articles in his journal Household Words. In the past, many critics tended to focus
on how Dickens interweaved in the composition of Gaskell’s novels such as North
and South, emphasizing the conflict between the patriarchal editor Dickens and the
victimised writer Gaskell. However, one has to doubt that contemporary readers who
read Gaskell’s works in Household Words reacted in such a way. Since they had to read
her works in connection with the other articles, it is worth considering how Dickens
wanted his readers to interpret Gaskell’s works in his magazine through examining
these intertextual connection.

For that, one must investigate what articles Dickens placed before and
after Gaskell’s works. For example, there was an article of Gaskell’s called
“Disappearances,” and there appeared another article “On Duty with Inspector Field”
just one week after “Disappearances.” Since both articles contain praise for the
Detective Police, Dickens constructed his journal so that contemporary readers would
make a connection between these articles. In addition, since Dickens put an article
“The Forbidden Land” dealing with a Lama five months earlier than “The Great
Cranford Panic,” in which Peter Jenkyns, who is said to be a Lama appears, readers
would easily accept that Peter might be a Lama.

In the same way, Dickens placed some loosely connected articles within the same
issue. For instance, Dickens arranged articles which are about foreign countries such
as “Pearls from the East,” and “The Roving Englishman: A Masked Ball” to emphasise
English elements in Gaskell’s “A Love Affair at Cranford.” Moreover, Dickens put “The
Child-Seer,” which deals with a terrible massacre of a Scottish family by Amerind,

just after “An Accursed Race,” which narrates the tragic history of Cagot, so that



readers would be moved to sympathy for such victimised people. In this way, Dickens
is placing of Gaskell’s articles to emphasize some characteristics of her works.
Through these examples, one can see that Dickens tried to foreground and induce
certain interpretations by arranging the articles effectively in Household Words:
Dickens published “It Is Not Generally Known” in the same issue in which Gaskell’s
novel started to be serialised in order to lead his readers to interpret North and
South as he read it. Cooperation between Gaskell and Dickens took the form of this

intertextual interplay.






