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This delicate balance between intimacy and superiority, kindness and self-interest,
is very typical of Elizabeth and her circle — another instance of the invisible ‘sunk

fence’ between the classes. (Uglow 263)
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Nevertheless, despite these personality clashes...it was a matter of continuing
concern to the employing classes of Victorian England to inculcate the correct

attitudes of obedience and subservience into their domestic staff. (Horn 121)
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Providence fixed both where they are; and while they there remain, unless either
individual is qualified to change, neither has the smallest right to overstep the

barrier between them. (Craik 105)
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My mistress had asked me, on her death-bed, never to leave Miss Rosamond; but
if she had never spoken a word, I would have gone with the little child to the end

of the world. (Gaskell 12)
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She had lived with Miss Furnivall ever since they both were young, and now she
seemed more like a friend than a servant; she looked so cold, grey, and stony, as if

she had never loved or cared for any one...except her mistress... (15)
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I found out by instinct that Mrs Clarke had occasional temptations to leave Lucy.
The good lady’s nerves were shaken, and, from what she said, I could almost have
concluded that the object of the Double was to drive away from Lucy this last,

and almost earliest friend. (89)
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She gave me directions — short condensed directions, without reasons — just as

you do to a child; and like a child I obeyed her. (317)
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‘If madame will still be guided by me —and, my child, I beg of you to still trust
me,” said Amante, breaking out of her respectful formality into the way of talking
more natural to those who had shared and escaped from common dangers — more
natural, too, where the speaker was conscious of a power of protection which the

other did not possess... (334)
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Abstract

Female Servants in Short Stories of Elizabeth Gaskell

Misa HAYASHI

The aim of this paper is to consider the representation of female servants in three short
stories of Elizabeth Gaskell. Though some critics say that Gaskell praises their close
bonds with mistresses, she also shows their exclusive relationships can be tragic. I am
going to investigate those servant-mistress relations and see both possibilities and limits

of them.



