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The book will, I think, create a deep and permanent impression; for
it not only presents a vivid picture of a life noble and sad, full of
encouragement and health teaching, a lesson in duty and self-reliance;
it also, thanks to its artistic power, makes us familiar inmates of an
interior so strange, so original in its individual elements and so
picturesque in its externals — it paints for us at once the psychological
drama and the scenic accessories with so much vividness — that fiction
has nothing more wild, touching, and heart — strengthening to place
above it.?
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Emily has a singular fascination for me — probably because I have
a passion for lions and savage animals, and she was une béte fauve

in power, splendour, and wilderness.”
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The character of Shirley herself is Charlotte’s representation of
Emily. | mention this because all that [, a stranger, have been able to
learn about her has not tended to give either me, or my readers, a
pleasant impression of her.'?
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I distinguish reserve form shyness, because I imagine shyness would
please, if it knew how; whereas reserve is indifferent whether it pleases

or not. Anne, like her elder sister, was shy; Emily was reserved.'
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The morning grew on to noon. Emilly was worse: She could only
whisper in gasps. Now, when it was too late, she said to Charlotte, ‘If

you send for a doctor, I will see him now.” About two o’clock she died."”
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Yet, to the last, Emily adhered tenaciously to her habits of
independence. She would suffer no one to assist her. Any effort to do

so roused the old stern spirit.**
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The servants looked on, and knew what the catching, rattling breath,
and the glazing of the eye too surly foretold; but she kept at her work;
and Charotte and Anne, though full of unspeakable dread, has still the
faintest spark of hope.*'
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But Emily was growing rapidly worse. l remember Miss Bront&’s shiver
at recalling the pang she felt when, after having searched in the little
hollows and sheltered crevices of the moors for a lingering spray of
heather — just one spray, however withered — to take in to Emily, she saw
that the flower was not recognised by the dim and indifferent eyes.”
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In December 1847, Wuthering Heights and Agnes Grey appeared. The
first named of these stories has revolted many readers by the power
with which wicked and exceptional characters are depicted. Others,
again, have felt the attraction of remarkable genius, even when

displayed on grim and terrible criminals.”*
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The progress of Anne’s illness was slower than that of Emily’s had
been; and she was too unselfish to refuse trying means, from which,
if she herself had little hope of benefit, her friends might hereafter
derive a mournful satisfaction.”
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There is some feeble consolation in thinking we are doing the very best
that can be done. The agnoy forced total neglect is not now felt, as
during Emily’s illness.”®
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