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How eloquent could Anne Elliot have been, —how eloquent, at least,
were her wishes on the side of early warm attachment, and a cheerful
confidence in futurity, against that over-anxious caution which seems
to insult exertion and distrust Providence! —She had been forced into
prudence in her youth, she learned romance as she grew older —the natural

consequence of an unnatural beginning. (P, I. viii)
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We had been six hours in the Sound [of Portsmouth], when a gale came
on, which lasted four days and nights, and which would have done for poor
old Asp, in half the time; .... Four-and-twenty hours later, and I should
only have been a gallant Captain Wentworth, in a small paragraph at one
corner of the newspapers; and being lost in only a sloop, nobody would have

thought about me. (P, I, iv)
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She gloried in being a sailor’s wife, but she must pay the tax of quick alarm
for belonging to that profession which is, if possible, more distinguished in its

domestic virtues than in its national importance. (P, II, xii)
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All the privilege I claim for my own sex (it is not a very enviable one,
you need not covet it) is that of loving longest, when existence or when hope

is gone. (P, II, xi)
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It is astonishing to look back and find how differently constituted were
the minds of most people fifty or sixty years ago; they felt, they understood,
without going through reasoning or analytic processes, and if this was the
case among the more educated people, of course it was still more so in the

class to which Sylvia belonged. (SL, ch.28)
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The whalers went out into the Greenland seas full of strong, hopeful

men; but the whalers never returned as they sailed forth. On land there are



deaths among two or three hundred men to be mourned over in every half-
year’s space of time. Whose bones had been left to blacken on the gray and
terrible icebergs? Who lay still until the sea should give up its dead? Who were

those who should come back to Monkshaven never, no, never more? (SL, ch.2)
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...but when I came back fro’ this voyage I shall stand a chance of having
a share 1’ th’ Urania, and maybe I shall be mate as well as specksioneer;
and I can get a matter of from seventy to ninety pound a voyage, let alone
th’ half-guineas for every whale I strike, and six shilling a gallon on th’ oil;
and if I keep steady wi’ Forbes and Company, they’ll make me master i’

time,.... (SL, ch.16)
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She was a pale, sad woman, allays dressed in black  (SL, ch.45)
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“...I wish to go away. My presence might make things awkward in the

future; and, in short, it is best that I go.” (MC, ch.43)
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Waiving, therefore, his privilege of self-defence, he regarded only her
discomposure. “Don’t ye distress yourself on my account,” he said, with
proud superiority. “I would not wish it — at such a time, too, as this. I have
done wrong in coming to ’ee — I see my error. But it is only for once, so
forgive it. I'll never trouble ’ee again, Elizabeth-Jane, — no, not to my dying

day! Good-night. Good-bye! (MC, ch.44)
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..."Now, it never crossed my mind that the man was selling me a packet
[i.e. deceived me] ,” continued Newson. “And, if you'll believe me, I was that
upset, that I went back to the coach that had brought me, and took passage
onward without lying in the town half-an-hour. Ha-ha! —twas a good joke,

and well carried out, and I give the man credit for t!” (MC, ch.43)
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Abstract

The Sailor’s Return

Hiroshi Ebine

This paper follows the motif of sailor’s return in three nineteenth-century British novels:
Jane Austen’s Persuasion, Elizabeth Gaskell’s Sylvia’s Lovers, and Thomas Hardy’s The
Mayor of Casterbridge. The two representative figures of this motif are Coleridge’s mysterious
ancient mariner, and the rational Robinson Crusoe. Thus in the nineteenth-century novel this
motif marks the boundary of romance and realism. In Persuasion, the opposition of romance
and realism is that between the spirit of adventure characterizing the rising middle class and
the empty conservatism of the landed aristocracy. But, more importantly, the romance of the
story resides more in the mind of Anne than in the actions of Wentworth, who is essentially
a practical and unromantic man. The unromantic nature of the seemingly dashing Kinraid
is also important in Sylvia’s Lovers. Sylvia’s romantic dream is destroyed as much by his
worldliness as by the outrages of the press gang. Gaskell, perhaps sensing the inadequacy of
this plot, created another story around Philip Hepburn for the second half of this novel. But
his story of remorse and expiation is based too facilely on the medieval romance of Guy of
Warwick, and in this novel romance and realism remain in an uneasy conjunction. The Mayor
of Casterbridge incorporates many features of Gaskell’s novel, especially the hero’s lying to
remove a rival to his love. Here again, the characters who make romantic appearances, like
the sailor Newson and the entrepreneur Farfrae, turn out to be ultimately humdrum, and the
true hero is the unimaginative and impulsive Henchard who redeems himself by accepting
full responsibility. These three novels, in their attempts to fuse romance and realism, show the
gradual shift of romance from the outward actions of the sailor to the inner world of those on

the land who await and meet the returning sailor.



