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The astringency and irony of the novel owe a great deal to Mr. Gibson,
sparing of his words, intelligent, and slightly sarcastic whose voice is
undoubtedly that of Mrs. Gaskell as observer of men and manners, as Molly

is the voice of her sensitivity. (227)
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The positive characters are those who adopt the merit system (Mr. Gibson,
Molly, Roger, Lord Hollingford, Lady Harriet), while those who adhere to
the aristocratic system (Mrs. Gibson, Squire Hamley, Lady Cummor) are

presented as slightly ridiculous, even caricatures. (147)
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“Don't teach Molly too much: she must sew, and read, and write, and do her
sums; but I want to keep her a child, and if I find more learning desirable

for her, I'll see about giving it to her myself.” (34)

XT R NE, FEHETOI A « 270N LAE Y —IZB TR0 E 9 I LR
35,

“After all, I am not sure that reading or writing is necessary. Many a good
woman gets married with only a cross instead of her name; it's rather a

diluting of mother-wit, to my fancys.... (34)
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It was only by fighting and struggling hard, that bit by bit Molly persuaded
her father to let her have French and drawing lessons. He was always
afraid of her becoming too much educated, though he need not have been

alarmed; (34)
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“I seek Lord Hollingford as I should seek such a man, whatever his rank
or position might be: usher to a school, carpenter, shoemaker, if it were
possible for them to have had a similar character of mind developed by
similar advantages. Mr. Goodenough is a very clever attorney, with strong

local interests and not a thought beyond.” (145)
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“What a charming little lady that daughter of yours is! Most girls of her
age are so difficult to talk to; but she is intelligent and full of interest in all
sorts of sensible things; well read, too -- she was up in Le Régne Animal--

and very pretty!” (297)
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But for Mr. Gibson he had a warm respect, a strong personal liking, which
he should be glad to have ripen into a friendship, if there was time for it in

this bustling world. (420)
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And he fully resolved to see more of Cynthia; his wife must know her; they
must have her up to stay with them in London, and show her something of

the world. (420)
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“The name of my wife is Aimée. Aimée Hamley of course. She lives at
Bishopsfield, a village near Winchester. Write it down, but keep it to
yourself. She is a Frenchwoman, a Roman Catholic, and was a servant. She
is a thoroughly good woman. I must not say how dear she is to me. I dare

ot.... (494)
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Ty — DRI OV THENENZX 7 2%, “I hope you are worthy of him,
Cynthia, for you have indeed drawn a prize. I have never known a truer or
warmer heart than Roger’s; and I have known him boy and man” (386-87) &
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He had taken hold of her two arms just above her wrists, as she had first



advanced towards him; he was unconscious of this action; but, as his
impatience for her words grew upon him, he grasped her more and more
tightly in his vice-like hands, till she made a little involuntary sound of

pain. (516)
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“He’s gone to bed,” said he at length. “Robinson and I have got him there.
But just as I was leaving him he called me back, and asked me to let you
stop. I'm sure I don’t know — but one doesn’t like to refuse at such a time.”
“I wish to stay,” said Molly.
“Do you? There’s a good girl. But how will you manage?”

“Oh, never mind that. I can manage. Papa, — she paused — ....(554)
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“There’s Hollingford church-spire,” said she presently, as they drew near
the town, and caught a glimpse of the church through the trees. “I think I
never wish to go out of sight of it again.”

“Nonsense!” said he. “Why, you’ve all your travelling to do yet; and if these



new-fangled railways spread, as they say they will, we shall all be spining

about the world...(561-62)
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Abstract

A Daughter’s Father: The Change of Mr. Gibson

Sayaka Tamamori

This paper focuses on Mr. Gibson, the heroine’s father in Wives and Daughters.

Even though some critics consider Mr. Gibson relatively open-minded and positive, he has
evident gender prejudices. However, his prejudiced ideas are circuitously denied by the novel’s
male characters or they cause problems. For example, he dismisses education for girls,
advising, “Don’t teach Molly [the heroine] too much” because “it’s rather a diluting of mother-
wit.” However, Roger, Molly’s lover, teaches her biology, and Mr. Gibson’s close friend Lord
Hollingford praises Molly’s knowledge. When Mr. Cox, one of Mr. Gibson’s disciples, falls
in love with Molly and writes a love letter to her, Mr. Gibson fires the female servant who has
brought the letter to Molly and keeps away his daughter from home while he lets his disciple
stay at his home, as he did in the past. However, Mr. Cox soon leaves Gibson’s house because
he is going to inherit an estate. In addition, Mr. Cox later demonstrates superficiality of his love
by easily switching the target of his affections from Molly to Cynthia. Gaskell also describes
how Cynthia’s attraction overwhelms the male friendship between Mr. Gibson and Mr.
Kirkpatrick. Moreover, she describes how two young men in the novel, Osborne and Roger,
behave differently from Mr. Gibson in trusting or promising to women.

In describing Mr. Gibson’s defects, Gaskell also depicts his change. Toward the novel’s
end, Mr. Gibson recognizes Molly’s sense of independence. At Osborne’s death, Mr. Gibson
depends on Molly and leaves a decision about what she should do up to Molly. When Molly
says she never wishes to leave the sight of the town’s church, Mr. Gibson encourages her to
go abroad. These instances suggest his change of attitude toward his daughter. In this novel,
Gaskell implies that growth is not only for women but also for fathers, and that daughters’

growth can influence and change their fathers.






