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Abstract

In Quest of How English Novels Should Be Read

Hidemitsu Tohgo

1] Despite the title of the speech, I will discuss Wuthering Heights, Mary Barton and

Hamlet briefly, through which I would like to address some relevant points.

(i) Wauthering Heights

The unfairness of Nelly as narrator, the contradiction latent in love and marriage, and
the failure of Heathcliff's revenge are never to be ignored. However, S. Maugham and Q. D.
Leavis ignore these vital points.
(ii) Mary Barton

The hero of Mary Barton is not Mary Barton, but John Barton. Because of the poverty
and misery found around him, John Barton, pious yet uneducated, resorts to assassination,
which fails to solve the situation. Full of humane indignation, knowing no proper solution,
John Barton falls prey to his passion.
(i) Hamlet

Hamlet is not a novel, but many people read Hamlet instead of watching it played
on the stage. It is true Hamlet has some defects, but the point is what makes the prince
Hamlet so miserable. Convinced of the splendor of human beings, he sees corruption all
around him. Trying to correct the situation, he seeks solutions. Trapped in Claudius's plot,

Hamlet falls, unable to find the proper means.

II] Is there any definite way you do justice to the works of literature? The way to enjoy
literature can never be reducsd to some formula; it is the sum total of how you live. By
enjoying a work of literature you change your view, and by the renewed outlook you can

hope to enjoy other works of literature to the full.



