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She is,(as she calls herself) undeveloped; thin and more than Y5 a head shorter than
I, soft brown hair not so dark as mine; eyes (very good and expressive looking
straight & open at you) of the same colour, a reddish face: large mouth & many
teeth gone; altogether plain; the forehead square, broad, and rather overhanging.

(Letters 123)
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I am always glad and thankful to Him that I am a wife and a mother and that I am

so happy in the performance of those clear and defined duties. (Letters 117-18)
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1827-78) IZIRD X D IR TW 5,

One thing is pretty clear, Women, (sic) must give up living an artist's life, if
home duties are to be paramount. It is different with men, whose home duties

are so small a part of their life. However we are talking of women. (Letfers 106)
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Literature cannot be the business of a woman’s life, and it ought not to be. The
more she engaged in her proper duties, the less leisure will she have for it, even as

an accomplishment and a recreation. (Life 173)
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I am sure it is healthy for them to have the refuge of the hidden world of Art to
shelter themselves in when too much pressed on by daily small Lilliputian arrows
of peddling cares; it keeps them from being morbid. . .and soothes them with its

peace. | have felt this in writing. . . (Letters 106)
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The difference between Miss Bronté and me is that she puts all her naughtiness
into her books, and I put all my goodness. I am sure she works off a great deal that
is morbid into her writing, and out of her life; and my books are so far better than I
am that I often feel ashamed of having written them and as if [ were a hypocrite.

(Letters 228)
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‘By the bye, I meant to ask you when you went to Leeds, to do a small errand for
me. . .in case you chanced to be in any shop where the lace cloaks, both black and
white, of which I spoke, were sold, to ask their price. . .I should like to see them;
and also some chemisettes of small size, (the full woman’s size don’t fit me). ..’

(Life 444)
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‘Could I ever feel enough for —, to accept of him as a husband? Friendship? —
gratitude — esteem — I have; but each moment he came near me, and that I could

see his eyes fastened on me, my veins ran ice. . .. (Life 443)
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Abstract

Charlotte Bronté and Elizabeth Gaskell
—The Life of Charlotte Bronté as a Social Problem Novel

Hisae ASHIZAWA

Gaskell, who has been deeply impressed by Jane Eyre, mentions her desire to meet
the unknown author, Charlotte Bronté, in her letter. Gaskell’s cherished wish to meet
Charlotte is realized on 20 August 1850 at Briery Close. After this, an intimate and warm
friendship grows up between them.

Despite the friendship, Charlotte and Gaskell have strongly contrasting views on
politics, religion, and thought. Above all, what is remarkable is how they differ in their
way of thinking on writers and women. Gaskell thinks that the most important part of
women’s lives is household duties. Charlotte, on the other hand, proposes the expansion of
employment opportunities for women in her letter. Gaskell’s mode of thought on women’s
role is assimilated into the Victorian ideal female. As a result, it is not surprising that
Charlotte’s image as a dutiful and self-sacrificing woman that Gaskell presents in The Life
of Charlotte Bronté captures the Victorian readers’ sympathy.

In addition, there is another reason why Gaskell describes Charlotte as such an ‘angel
in the house.” Patrick, who saw many false statements in articles after Charlotte’s death,
requested Gaskell to undertake the work of writing Charlotte’s memoir to rectify the
distorted image of a coarse Charlotte. Patrick’s request assigned Gaskell the new task of
defending Charlotte’s life and works. Therefore, in The Life of Charlotte Bronté, Gaskell
emphasizes Charlotte all the more as a dutiful and home-loving woman, exalting her
domestic virtues, rather than as an admirable female writer.

However, Charlotte’s self-sacrificing sufferings in the domestic life that Gaskell
describes were also the same as those of many middle-class women in Victorian society.
Accordingly, this paper examines the importance of The Life of Charlotte Bronté not only

as a biography, but also as a social problem novel.






