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“And she [Ruth] whispered, quite eagerly, ‘Did he [the doctor] say I should
have a baby?’ Of course, I could not keep it from her . . . . She did not seem to
understand how it ought to be viewed, but took it just as if she had a right to have a

baby. She said, ‘Oh, my God, I thank Thee! Oh! I will be so good!” ” (R 118)
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After the first on-coming of her great dread, some weeks after her betrothal to
Adam, she [Hetty] had waited and waited, in the blind vague hope that something
would happen to set her free from her terror; but she could wait no longer. All the
force of her nature had been concentrated on the one effort of concealment, and
she had shrunk with irresistible dread from every course that could tend towards a

betrayal of her miserable secret. (AB 328, underlines mine)
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It was her own, her darling, her individual baby, already, though not an hour old,
separate and sole in her heart, strangely filling up its measure with love and peace,
and even hope. For here was a new, pure, beautiful, innocent life, which she fondly
imagined, in that early passion of maternal love, she could guard from every touch

of corrupting sin by ever watchful and most tender care. (R 161)
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Her [Ruth’s] ways were very quiet; she never spoke much. . . . And yet Ruth’s
silence was not like reserve; it was too gentle and tender for that. It had more the
effect of a hush of all loud or disturbing emotions, and out of the deep calm the
words that came forth had a beautiful power. She did not talk much about religion;
but those who noticed her knew that it was the unseen banner which she was
following. The low-breathed sentences which she spoke into the ear of the sufferer

and the dying carried them upwards to God. (R 391)
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And Hetty’s dreams were all of luxuries: to sit in a carpeted parlour and always
wear white stockings; to have some large beautiful ear-rings, such as were all the
fashion; to have Nottingham lace round the top of her gown, and something to make
her handkerchief smell nice, like Miss Lydia Donnithorne’s when she drew it out at

church; and not to be obliged to get up early or be scolded by anybody. (AB 90-91)
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Abstract

Gaskell and Eliot: Their Respective Moral Stances in Ruth and Adam Bede
(Symposium: “Elizabeth Gaskell and Her Contemporary Women Novelists” 3rd Oct. 2010)

Yumiko HIRONO

Although Elizabeth Gaskell and George Eliot shared similar careers as contemporary
women novelists, one cannot ignore a differing aspect between the two: Eliot was viewed as “a
fallen woman” in the Victorian society because of her illegal marriage to G. H. Lewes, while
Gaskell, a minister’s wife and a mother to four children, was respected as “an angel in the
house.” This paper compares the moral stances and literary characteristics of these novelists
in contrasting social positions, by focusing on how they represent the fallen women in their
respective works: Ruth and Adam Bede.

We find a few common characteristics when considering the situation and process in
which the two heroines, Ruth and Hetty, become fallen women. However, the difference
between them in other characteristics is more remarkable. First, Ruth builds a new life by
becoming a mother, whereas Hetty ruins herself owing to her fatal lack in maternity. Second,
both writers’ characterization of their heroines differs in artistic nature: Gaskell idealizes Ruth
as an altruist by describing her externally, while Eliot analyzes Hetty’s inner egoism.

Nevertheless, an important connection can be found between Eliot and Gaskell: the
former was under pressure to prove herself against the reproach of being a fallen woman, while
the latter’s social position began to weaken when she defended a fallen woman in fiction. In
other words, both of them approached the same new subject but in different ways, and pursued

the common theme of sympathy in their work.



