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DFT, F¥ A7 /VES B3RO THKENERZB TS, “Iknow nothing
of Political Economy, or the theories of trade. I have tried to write truthfully; and if my
accounts agree or clash with any system, the agreement or disagreement is unintentional”
(Mary Barton 4).
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As her father recommended, Gaskell seems concerned to look at precisely those
‘consequences’ and ‘circumstances’ ignored by the experts; she focuses, that is, on
the consequences of economic doctrines for ‘the interest of the community at large’,
where community includes workers, employers and consumers. Furthermore, Gaskell
constantly tests the ‘truth’ of her evidence — of the ‘facts’ she enumerates — against a
knowledge of human nature. So a central theme of the novel is to show that reactions

to extreme poverty, even violent ones, are in some sense ‘natural’. (Guy 148)
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There are a few, a very few, which teach the science systematically as far as it is
yet understood. These too are very valuable: but they do not give us what we want
—the science in a familiar, practical form. They give us its history; they give us
its philosophy; but we want its picture. ( //lustrations of Political Economy 1, xi,
emphasis added) ’
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Unemployment, the poor, true and false religion, the meaning of love and its
importance, the role of women in a changing society, parent-child relationships,
education, trade unions, emigration, taxation, socialism, the French Revolution,
Irish disaffection, the bank crashes, the replacement of men by machinery in certain

industries; all these are topics covered by her Illustrations alone . . . . (Sanders 195)
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. . important differences in their fiction can be traced to their disparate attitudes
toward causality and free will. Martineau believed that Providence worked through
natural laws that precluded human free will, whereas Gaskell, without abandoning
the idea of Providence, tried to make room in her fiction for moral freedom.
Gaskell’s use of causality, like that of many other thoughtful Unitarians of 1840s,
was less consistent than Martineau’s. It was, however, her very inconsistency,
her refusal to be tied down to a single explanatory mode, that marked Elizabeth

Gaskell’s advance over Harriet Martineau in the craft of novel writing. (Gallagher 65)
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property of the capitalist and labourer” (MS 134) & &/, L CEEISNTZL D%
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The condition of labourers may be best improved,—

1. By inventions and discoveries which create capital.

2°. by husbanding instead of wasting capital:— for instance by making savings
instead of supporting strikes.

3*. By ADJUSTING THE PROPORTION OF POPULATION TO CAPITAL. (MS 136)
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Hungry himself, almost to an animal pitch of ravenousness, but with the bodily
pain swallowed up in anxiety for his little sinking lad, he stood at one of the shop
windows where all edible luxuries are displayed; haunches of venison, Stilton
cheeses, moulds of jelly—all appetising sights to the common passer-by. And
out of this shop came Mrs Hunter! She crossed to her carriage, followed by the
shopman loaded with purchases for a party. The door was quickly slammed to, and
she drove away; and Barton returned home with a bitter spirit of wrath in his heart,

to see his only boy corpse! (MB 25)
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... the masters unite to refuse us work till we give up our stand against Mortimer



and Rowe, what are we to do then?”
“To measure our strength against theirs, to be sure. You know they can’t do without

”

us.
”»

“Nor we without them; and where both parties are so necessary to each other . . . .

(MS 10)
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The more I reflected on this unhappy state of things between those so bound to each
other by common interests, as the employers and the employed must ever be, the
more anxious | became to give some utterance to the agony which . . . convulses
this dumb people; the agony of suffering without the sympathy of the happy, or of

erroneously believing that such is the case. (MB 3, emphasis added)
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“. .. I [Mr. Wentworth] doubt whether a strike is one of the means which will gain
your point. It will leave your case worse than in the beginning, depend upon it. A
strike works the wrong way for your interest. It does not decrease your numbers,

and it does decrease the capital which is to maintain you.” (MS 60)
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“I [Job Legh] would take what I could get; I think half a loaf is better than no
bread. I would work for low wages rather than sit idle and starve. But, comes the
‘Trades’ Union, and says, ‘Well, if you take the half-loaf, we’ll worry you out of
your life. Will you be clemmed, or will you be worried?” Now clemming is a quiet
death, and worrying isn’t, so I choose clemming, and come into th’ Union. But I

wish they’d leave me free, if [ am a fool.” (MB 197)
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“I did not know what I was doing, Job Legh; God knows I didn’t. Oh, sir!” said
he wildly, almost throwing himself at Mr Carson’s feet, “say you forgive me the
anguish I now see I have caused you. I care not for pain, or death, you know I don’t;
but oh, man! forgive me the trespass I have done!”

“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against us,” said Job,

solemnly and low as if in prayer: as if the words were suggested by those John

Barton had used. (MB 367, emphasis added)
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“You must watch every opportunity of making some little provision against the

fluctuations of our trade, contributing your money rather for your mutual relief

in hard times, than for the support of strikes. You must place your children out to

different occupations, choosing those which are least likely to be overstocked; and,

above all, you must discourage in them the imprudent, early marriages to which are

mainly owing in distresses which afflict yourselves and those which will for some

time, I fear, oppress your children.” (MS 102-03, emphasis added)
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Abstract

Martineau and Gaskell
——A Manchester Strike and Mary Barton——

Mieko MATSUMOTO

This paper deals with a comparative study of A Manchester Strike by Harriet Martineau
and Mary Barton by Elizabeth Gaskell. Louis Cazamian analyses these two works and shows
how they differ from each other in The Social Novel in England 1830—1850. He categories
A Manchester Strike as a utilitarian novel, while Mary Barton is categorized as a social novel.
According to Cazamian, the former comes from the fusion of rationalism and imaginative
literature, while the latter belongs to the long tradition of English art, embedded in the
instructive and moral quality, like. Charles Dickens’ novels.

The difference seems to be caused by the different attitudes of Martineau and Gaskell
towards the then new science, Political Economy. Gaskell’s preface to Mary Barfon declares
that she tries to avoid political economy and political economists like Martineau. Martineau’s
major work, [llustrations of Political Economy, narrates the theory of political economy for
working-class people, in order to make the theory and science easily understood. Therefore
Martineau’s and Gaskell’s attitudes are contrary to political economy.

However, the social problems of the poor and the working people in Manchester are
analysed from the similar viewpoints in A Manchester Strike and Mary Barton. First, both
these works characterise labourers as sensitive and humane. Secondly, Martineau and Gaskell
similarly try to solve the binary opposition of the employer and the employee. Thirdly, both of
the works describe unions and strikes critically.

Above all, the young and Unitarian women novelists, Martineau and Gaskell, have similar
interests in the social problems of the poor and the strike. They attempt to produce the common
understanding of the middle-class and the working-class peoples. These novelists’ interests in
the poor and workers are maintained throughout their careers. Although the differences of the
two novelists are emphasised, the paper also declares the common understanding of Martineau

and Gaskell, which is fully connected with the history and the genesis of the social novel.






