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Who can visit Caprera without emotion? When, after leaving the port of
Maddalena by the strait of Moneta, the vessel approaches the rock which forms the
elbow, and so to say defends Porto Militare, the pulses of the visitor are quickened
by emotions more easily felt than expressed. He is about to step on a shore made
illustrious by the highest human excellence, and he feels his thoughts softened,
elevated, and enchanted. Even at the distant point where the boat lands, perched
amid great lumps of granite rock, that little white house is visible, and object of deep
affection to how many human creatures! Within, dwells an exceptional, I might say
an almost superhuman being. It is the den of the Italian Lion. It is the refuge of the
friend of mankind. It is the fountain-head of all that is noble, generous, and holy. It is

the oasis of peace of Giuseppe Garibaldi! (1-2)’
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Colonel Vecchj, the author of this book, was one of Garibaldi’s companions

in arms; he enjoys his confidence, and is admitted to the most intimate friendship.



His book has been written out of the fullness of his heart and mind. Garibaldi is the
unique man, the hero of his age, the greatest man of his time, &c. It is all true; but,
happily for himself and for others, Vecchj believes and knows it; has unlimited faith

in Garibaldji; is troubled with no suspicions or misgivings. (vol. XXXV 1862: 495)
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The very fact that the Camorra had never connected itself with politics rendered
it a useful agent in the hands of a corrupt and tyrannical government. The severities
which the Liberal party well knew they had to expect from the state were, however,
as nothing, compared to the atrocities in store, if the Camorra should be loosened
upon them. It was by dark hints at such a day of reckoning that Ferdinand held in
check those who would not have feared to adventure their fortune in a contest with all

the force of government. It was also by appealing to this sect that the king professed



to enjoy that popularity among his subjects, by which he replied to the energetic

protests of France and England. (536)
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My dear Mrs. Gaskell,



I wish I had waited for such prompt good offices as you promise me relative to
Saffi’s address. But I was induced yesterday to address my missive to the Parliament
house at Turin, being told that would reach him somehow. So though too late to avail
myself of your kindness, let me thank you tout de méme,

remaining ever
Yours very sincerely

DG Rossetti’
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We extremely regretted that our stay in Oxford was obliged to be so short. We
remained until Tuesday Afternoon, (arriving late on Saturday.) But I think we made
good use of our time. On Saturday the Brodies had a dinner party, to which Mr
Jowett, the Master "\ Provost? /" of Queens and Mrs Thomson, Max Miiller, Saffi
&c came. (Letters n0.383: 485)
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Now I’m going to begin my real proper letter. For now I think of it I’ve got a real
proper grand subject. Yes I have! You know we were dreadfully worn out with our
Exhibition. So we, MA Meta and I, went off one Saturday once upon a time, in Octr
and went to Teddesley, Lord Hatherton’s, —or rather to my mind Lady H’s. ...Then
we were inspired by Lady H. (& partly you, & partly Mr Ruskin in the back ground,)
with a great desire to see Oxford. We were going into Wiltshire, —to Broadleas, —
and were passing on a line of which Oxford was one of the stations, —and both Ld
and Lady H. finding we had never been at Oxford wrote letters, almost before we
were aware, right & left, facilitating every pleasant arrangement for our going there
for one night; and hearing Arthur Stanley’s lecture on the Eastern Churches, —said
lecture being one of his course on Eccles: History of which he is Prof; & expected to
be peculiarly interesting because he has just been spending the ‘Long’ at Moscow. So

we went.  (Letters no. 384: 490)
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We returned to the farmhouse to a pleasant tea, and were joined by Dr. and

Mrs. Acland and Professor and Mrs. Brodie."
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I saw Matt Arnold — who was in Oxford, getting ready for his inaugural poetry
lecture, which came off the next Saturday, —and we were invited by the Cradocks to
Brazennose in the evening, & by A Stanley to breakfast with him the next morng[sic].
...Breakfast at A Stanleys [sic] was very pleasant. Your friends, —whom we do so
like—Dr & Mrs Acland—(or are they Mr Ruskin’s friends—& was it he that was
speaking to us so much about them?) Mr and Mrs Brodie (known to us before) —
Mr Conington, (another old friend, Prof. of Latin,) Matt Arnold. We were so jolly &
happy... After breakfast was over we had 3 hours to spare before our train, to carry us
on into Wiltshire, came; so we went in a merry procession thro” Ch. Ch. Peckwater
Quad, Tom Quad, —up the broad walk in the meadows, talking, laughing &c in most
unacademic fashion. It ended in every body voting we had not half seen Oxford, &
must come back on our way home, & Mr & Mrs Brodie volunteered to be host &
hostess. So we promised—and in 10 days we performed, going to Cowley House,
across Maudlin bridge. It gave us a sort of ‘homey” feeling to hear that you had
breakfasted there. We got there on Saturday Evng—Thomsons (of Queens—Provost
& Mrs Thomson) Jowett, Pattieson [sic], Saffi, Max Muller, &c &c came to dinner;
and it was almost — mind I don’t say quite—as pleasant as A Stanley’s breakfast.

(Letters n0.384: 491)
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The next morning we had a very agreeable breakfast at Mr{s} Stanley’s rooms in
High Street, meeting Dr and Mrs Ackland, Mr Conington (Latin Professor) and Mr
and Mrs Brodie, he a son of Sir Benjamin’s, and Professor of Chemistry. I had met
Mr Brodie before in London, and he and Mrs Brodie had come, most kindly prepared
with an invitation to us to move our quarters from the ‘Star’ to their house. But this
was impossible, as we had to leave Oxford at half past eleven that very morning. So
then they transferred their invitation to the time of our return homewards through
Oxford; and accordingly we hope towards the end of next week to find ourselves
under their roof, for a couple of nights, and to see something more of that most

beautiful and stately of all the cities | have ever seen. (Letters n0.380: 481)
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And Meta came back to us, much better for the delicious northern bracing air, just in
time for we 4, (Mr Gaskell Marianne Meta and I) to go to Oxford on Friday Febry, 3.
Mr. Gaskell and I went to the Brodie’s (you remember?—Cowley house on the other
side of Magdalen Bridge?) and Marianne and Meta were kindly taken in by a Mr. and
Miss Smith (brother and sister) he a Balliol man fellow, and mathematical tutor of his
college, good, kind, everybody says very clever; ... Well! we were regularly Oxford-
dissipated, dined at (Dr.) Arthur Stalnley’s, at the Deanery at Ch.Ch.at Queen’s with
the provost, ... (LG & N Letter no.19: 53)"
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Saffi, here mentioned, was Aurelio Saffi, one of the noblest of men, who had
been a Triumvir of Rome in 1849, along with Mazzini and Armellini: for some while
he held in Oxford University a chair for instruction in Italian.

(W.M.Rossetti vol.2 161)
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In another column will be found a letter from M. AURELIO SAFFI, some time
a Roman Triumvir, but now, we believe, teaching languages at Oxford, announcing
his intention to comply with an application made to him to lecture on the Italian
question, and stating with some fulness [sic] the views which it is his intention to
advance. No one, we think, can gainsay the good sense of the proposition laid down
by M. SAFFI, that it is expedient for Italian patriots to waive all discussion as to
the form of government to be established for free and independent Italy until her

freedom and independence have actually been obtained; and yet the establishment



of this proposition, however true in itself, seems little more than laborious trifling—
a mere speculative result, barren of all practical consequence. It is perfectly true
that Italy cannot be regenerated by foreign diplomacy, and it is equally certain—
indeed, it follows as a necessary inference — that her regeneration must be due
to her own exertion; but these abstract propositions have little bearing on the only
important practical question—"“Are those exertions likely to be made, and, if made,
to be crowned with success?” England and France entirely disclaim the intention of
exciting any revolutionary movement in Italy by the withdrawal of their Ambassadors
from Naples or the presence of their ships in the Italian waters. As they do not intend
to assist, such a movement, and those who should attempt it under such a persuasion
would only be exposing themselves and their adherents to certain disappointment and

ruin.  (JRXXODF F. Times 23 Oct.1856: 8)
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Thank you very much for your proof sheets. I do know the Vita Nuova a little,
—as much by Mr Norton’s translation (have you seen it? in the Atlantic Magazine?)
as anything; but I have known the original in a sort of way for some time, & it is

well, for it stands a[s] a centre to all the other poems.  (FLMG 199)
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But whatever be the true significance of the title, this “New Life” is full not only
the youthfulness of its author, but also of the fresh and youthful spirit of the time.
Italy, after going through a long period of childhood, was now becoming conscious
of the powers of maturity. Society, (to borrow a fine figure from Lamennais,)
like a river, which, long lost in marshes, had at length regained its channel, after
stagnating for centuries, was now again rapidly advancing. Throughout Italy there
was a morning freshness and the thrill and exhilaration of conscious activity. Her
imagination was roused by the revival of ancient and now new learning, by the
stories of travellers by the gains of commerce, by the excitements of religion and the
alarms of superstition. She was boastful, jealous, quarrelsome, lavish, magnificent,
full of fickleness, --exhibiting on all sides the exuberance, the magnanimity, the folly
of youth.

After the long winter of the Dark Ages, spring had come, and the earth was
renewing its beauty. And above all other cities in these days Florence was full of the
pride of life. Civil brawls had not yet reduced her to become an easy prey for foreign
conquerors. She was famous for wealth, and her spirit had risen with prosperity.

(Atlantic Monthly Jan. 1859: 64)
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There now I jump away from philanthropy to my beautiful Vita Nuova, which
only came yesterday, but which was more identified with you, and Italy than anything
else; and which I have so much wished to have of my own, and in print, ever since
you let me read it in MS. Thank you so very much for it. I do so value it.

(LG&N Letter no.19: 52)
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The real address is Bank End, only twice over my pen would make Back End
instead, which signifies the less as we leave here (alas the day) for \ 42 Plymouth
Grove — ,/ Manchester on Monday next, so I hope you will take all this long explanation
of the error in the direction, as a proof of my very preraphaelite love of accuracy.

(FLMG 199)
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Pre-Raphaelitism has but one principle, that of absolute, uncompromising truth in
all that it does, obtained by working everything, down to the most minute detail, from

nature, and from nature only."®

ST, Gaskell |2 & > TLEFET 7 7 ZVRTIRGER DL 8 B 4172 Ruskin O Modern
Painters 1%, iIZ E IMAFRRL, A EEE, &0 o AN O BRBE S vz
RBUCEDPNTZHAEIT S, TS ZAHIVUTEDEHEOND LWV S| BVKEDFE
WT&ot”oLﬁLGmmnﬁRmmﬁwiﬁwmfﬁ@Lt\x&uyﬁiz
DTE Y — FORT K 912, Gaskell 1, R U CHEEHLH 22 Ruskin Z2FEH CTlEen -
720 W41 Rossetti (2, ASKiE Bank End & #8525 & Z A% £ 1 Back End & #0»
2B O ORMEWNE, B0 7 7 TVRTIRINZZEME S OFEH, & &> TR
L, EaR | IEREICHRALARVYVE 43T, Ruskin (7 BB S 2k b7 7 7
TAFHRGIZIIARME THDH Z L. §7b5, Ruskin & ITHER LI HAE A S
LETHLZLE, RONPLTHENDEINLTHD,

Gaskell 12205 72 0vo 7= X 9 723, Rossetti 1% Z OBERFEIZ. Norton & H 4y DI IE
Y 235 Tuni= ", ft- T, Norton @ Vita Nuova #il%. Rossetti @ Vita Nuova
KT 5 —FOBRETHY ., S HIZENIT Gaskell AEEOINE L LIz Z &2
%,

Z 9 LC Gaskell, Norton, % L C Saffi ®BIZE %5} T58 L 7= Rossetti O Vita
Nuova %, The Early Italian Poets |\ZIX & 530 C FFES L7z, £ OERITHA S I
LT 72WA3, Rossetti 3 William (%, Memoir (2 52% Saffi [ZFIRR OB S % ko>
722 & &=EXFRE L (WM Rossetti vol. 1 215), ZN & 8fHT 2 FREEEH LZH O
@ (vol.2 161-2), Gaskell DB FIZDOWTIEFE K L722dr> 7o, Gaskell 73 5t & Saffi
EOBEMOEBRDOIZDICR ) L2 &iTh, ilnighoiz, Z0Rb Y #HIE
[FIREIF AT 6D & 7172 %k Christina @ #F “The Goblin Market” @ ¥ % 1K % H il
A OB, LA 2 MR- A & LT, Gaskell DR Z ST/ T
% (vol.2 165)",

(2) 1850 AEANHIEED S (1 ¥ U 7 ahRAD
Gaskell O # V) 7%, Vita Nuova %, HEIZ LA EWELIRTOA % U 7 Z28%E



L72H @ & % 72 Norton D% Rossetti IZEIH, A X VT ANDTZHDOA X VT %
H¥F L7 Saffi & Rossetti =27 bEMVEFL 9 & L LIRS hD LD
W2, AFVRAEREBLIZHD LN X0 E, LA Z U T ADLIFIZEY
WoTlmbDTH-oT-, WIZ, Gaskell 32 H LizA X U TEEFFOICE -T2 %
LLT, HEOFEATHWEZA T 2 AZ =0 ENL O CmEEZITAND
EVOEEMEE B o TN Z EIZONTER LT,
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Manchester 12, Novr.[sic]
1855
MY DEAR MR. ROSETTI [sic]

Mr. Scott Principal of Owen’s College, and a member of the Royal Institution
have [sic] told me that next January they wish to have, in the same Institution, a
course of six Lectures on Art (especially Italian Art) relative to the period extending
between the XIII and the X VI centuries. Mr. Scott, who read, some time ago, several
translations of the earlier Italian Poets, admires, through them, your Literary talent,
and knows at the same time what an artist you are. He should be happy if you would
have no objection to assume the task of delivering here these Lectures on Art, and
would be glad to know it previously.

I said to him, that having the pleasure of being personally acquainted with you, I
could take the liberty of writing to you on the matter, which, accordingly, I am happy
to do. The more so, that I feel convinced, your lofty and religious conception of Art
would give your Lectures the character of a true, moral function to be fulfilled in a
town, where there is at work a prevalent tendency towards material objects.

This moral influence of the aesthetic element on men’s mind is here the votum
of the members of the Institution, and especially of Mr. Scott, who is, as you know

perhaps, a superior and noble hearted man.



He asks me to apologize on his part for the short time allowed to the work;
but this is a further reason why they are anxious to trust it to a person perfectly
acquainted with the subject, as you are.

An early answer will oblige me much—Address, please, your letter as follows

A.Saffi
Halliwell Lane
Cheetham Hill
Manchester
Care of the Revd. Principal Scott
(AL E £, Troell 16-17)
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In ’49 we tried to make you understand, but you would not. You chose to be
independent, with the Austrians on one side and the French on the other. See what
has undone you!—the indignation of the people. Thus you have lost the Legations,
the Marches, and Umbria; are despised by the civilized world, and are given over to
the stick of the unbelieving dog, Narciso.

(Vecchj 36, British Quarterly Review vol. XXXV 1862: 496, Westminster Review
vol. XXII 1862: 276)
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...and it is to him [Garibaldi] that the wild donkeys owe their celebrated names,
such as Pio Nono, given them out of the contempt for the priesthood which he feels.

Garibaldi is fond of him, and often laugh at his oddity. (ix)
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Abstract

Gaskell’s Sympathy with Italian Risorgimento
and Manchester as its Background

—Referring to the Correspondence of Rossetti as a Supplement to her Letters—

Mitsuki EZAWA

The first thing that readers of Elizabeth Gaskell’s letters notice is her writing
style, her swift transition from one topic to another. Due to this habit, the reader, so
overwhelmed by the flood of information, finds it difficult to get any information. This
study tries to represent her letters as a readable text, focusing on her descriptions of Italy.

Like a conversation based on mutual understanding, Gaskell sometimes omits the
explanation of Italian patriots, such as Aurelio Saffi, a Triumvir of the Roman Republic in
1849. However, in reference to her correspondence to Dante Gabriel Rossetti, who was
a second-generation Italian exile, it is discovered that Gaskell presumably put Rossetti
in contact with Saffi in order to perfect his English translation of The Early Italian Poets.
This is a background story of her role in publishing The Goblin Market and Other Poems
by his sister, Christina. However, reflecting the British political circumstances at the
time, as Saffi was censored as an agitator for European revolution, this story seems to
have remained unknown. Finally, this study shows Saffi’s anti-papal belief, Italy for the
Italians, was easily accepted and nourished in Manchester, whose Owens College was
an institution that made no requirements to declare religious beliefs. It was under these
circumstances that Gaskell seems to crystallize her Italian experience in her preface
to Garibaldi at Caprera by Augusto Vecchj (1862), and in her short story, “The Italian
Institution (1863).”

Hereby, in referring to Rossetti’s letters, this study from these letters represents some
details relating to Italy in Gaskell’s letters. In collecting details, her sympathy for the

Italian Risorgimento, on the whole, becomes clear.






