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I shall now make an extract from one of her letters, which is purposely displaced
as to time. ' I quote it because it relates to a third offer of marriage which she had,

and because | find that some are apt to imagine, from the extraordinary power with

which she represented the passion of love in her novels, that she herself was easily




susceptible of it.

“Could I ever feel enough for—To accept of him as a husband? Friendship—
gratitude—esteem—I have; but each moment he came near me, and that I could see
his eyes fastened on me, my veins ran ice. Now that he is away, | feel far more gently
towards him; it is only close by that I grow rigid, stiffening with a strange mixture of
apprehension and anger, which nothing softens but his retreat, and a perfect subduing

of his manner . . .” (Life 306) (F#5IHAE)
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I find a letter to a distant friend, written about this time, a retrospect of her visit
to London. It is too ample to be considered as a mere repetition of what she had said
before; and, besides, it shows that her first impressions of what she saw and heard
were not crude and transitory, but stood the tests of time and afterthought.

“Rachel’s acting transfixed me with wonder, enchained me with interest, and
thrilled me with horror. The tremendous force with which she expresses the very worst
passions in their strongest essence forms an exhibition as exciting as the bull-fights of
Spain, and the gladiatorial combats of old Rome, and (it seemed to me) not one whit
more moral than these poisoned stimulants to popular ferocity. It is scarcely human
nature that she shows you: it is something wilder and worse; the feelings and fury of a
fiend. The great gift of genius she undoubtedly has; but, I fear, she rather abuses it than
turns it to good account . .. 7 (Life 321-22) (TF#5|IHA)
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Graham’s thoughts of me were not entirely those of a frozen indifference, after all. . ..
he proved to me that he kept one little closet, over the door of which was written
“Lucy’s Room.” I kept a place for him, too—a place of which I never took the
measure, either by rule or compass: I think it was like the tent of Peri-Banou. All my
life long I carried it folded in the hollow of my hand—yet, released from that hold and
constriction, I know not but its innate capacity for expanse might have magnified it

into a tabernacle for a host. (Villette 661-62)
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just returned to a sense of the real world about me, for I have been reading Villette, a still

more wonderful book than Jane Eyre. There is something almost preternatural in its power
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her readiness to fall in love at any time.” (Allott 197) &b, Z DOZREIZH R4
CHEENZROVRY ZHEEZIIME Y SHEMEZEOF 2L TV D LR LT
W5, BEBIZE D TREIC D . .. Villette is rather vulgar—I don’t make my good women
ready to fall in love with two men at once, and Miss Bronté would be very angry with me
and cry fieif 1did.” (Allott 198) ELik~_CT, “ADB~DOEORHAZMBEL LT,
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I think if a good fairy were to offer me the choice of a gift, I would say—grant me
the power to walk invisible; though certainly I would add—accompany it by the
grace never to abuse the privilege. And I would not count it an abuse to watch the
proceedings of gentlemen commissioned to make a selection of ladies’ bonnets for

East-Indian exportation. (Smith 2: 317)
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In the second place, you <ann> breathe a suspicion that Currer Bell, “for some
sufficient reason” (Ah! Madam:
“Skilled by a touch to deepen Scandal’s tints
With all the kind mendacity of hints.”
“for some sufficient reason” has long forfeited the society of your sex. In this passage
—Madame—we discover an undoubted Mare’s nest: here is the cracked shell of the
equine egg: there the colt making its escape [a toutes jambs] and alas!

(Shirley: Appendix C: 802)
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Was this feeling dead? I do not know, but it was buried. Sometimes I thought the
tomb unquiet, and dreamed strangely of disturbed earth, and of hair, still golden and

living, obtruded through coffin-chinks . .. (Villette 525)
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Abstract

Queer Moments and Letters of Elizabeth Gaskell and Charlotte Bronté

Miwa OTA

When we map the deviant moments in the lives and the fiction of Elizabeth Gaskell
and Charlotte Bronté, call their deviant moments “queer moments” and apply Queer
Theory regarding time and memory to their texts, the failure of the text can turn into
a challenge. For example, Gaskell’s North and South seems to be a failure as a novel
of woman and marriage, while Lucy Snowe in Bronté’s Villette looks abnormally
passionate as well as frigid. In these novels, however, the heroines, deprived of power
and confidence, struggle to find a way to empower themselves by controlling the past and
its memory in a way that is different from normal and restricted under heteronormativity,
although both heroines have heterosexual orientation.

Gaskell’s The Life of Charlotte Bronté constructs an ideal feminine novelist,
passionless and sexless, which would have pleased Bronté herself, by manipulating
letters and making the plot of an obedient daughter and marriage. But the letters and the
novels of Gaskell and Brontg€ are actually filled with queer moments, in which homoerotic
relations and transgender behavior help to overcome difficulty under patriarchy or
heteronormativity. The traditional view of the individual as a straight and coherent being
is too limited to catch the challenging queer moments of the individual, especially a great
artist, who is not always great. To focus on the queer moments in letters and novels will

open up a fresh reading of the novels which had been difficult to appreciate.






