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Then Margaret was glad that she had come. The face, often so weary with pain, so
restless with troublous thoughts, had now the faint soft smile of eternal rest upon it.
The slow tears gathered into Margaret’s eyes, but a deep calm entered into her soul.
And that was death! It looked more peaceful than life. All beautiful scriptures came
into her mind. “They rest from their labours.” “The weary are at rest.” ‘He gives His
beloved sleep.” (203)
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They put the door down carefully upon the stones, and all might see the poor
drowned wretch — his glassy eyes, one half open, staring right upwards to the sky.
Owing to the position in which he had been found lying, his face was swollen and
discoloured; besides, his skin was stained by the water in the brook which had been
used for dyeing purposes. The fore part of his head was bald; but the hair grew thin
and long behind, and every separate lock was a conduit for water. Through all these

disfigurements, Margaret recognised John Boucher. (269)
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‘And | too change perpetually—now this, now that—now disappointed and
peevish because all is not exactly as | had pictured it, and now suddenly discovering
that the reality is far more beautiful than | had imagined it. Oh, Helstone! I shall

never love any place like you.” (363)
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Abstract

Death and Dialog in North and South

Akiko KIMURA

As Gaskell’s seemingly original title ‘Death and Variations’ suggests, North and
South is a novel filled with death scenes. The heroine, Margaret Hale, experiences
a succession of the death of her beloved people. By interpreting the novel as the one
whose central theme is how we can overcome the sorrow and despair of loss rather than
exploring love or the class system, we realize the significance of dialogue in Gaskell’s
works.

The tragic death of the two working-class people, Bessy Higgins and John Boucher,
shows that Margaret acquires a new perspective of life and freedom to act in the new
industrial city despite the shock and sorrow. Her mother’s imminent death makes her the
mediator between classes regardless of gender restrictions. It is notable that death scenes
develop into dialogue such as Higgins’s talk with Mr. Hale after Bessy’s death, Higgins
and Thornton’s growing comradeship after Boucher’s suicide, and Mr. Hale and Thornton’s
religious conversation after Mrs. Hale’s death. The interactive relationship between public
sphere and private sphere is also shown through the death scenes.

The successive death of parents devastates her but liberates her from her mother’s
aristocratic value system and the paternalistic order. Her godfather’s death makes her
an heiress, another form of the necessary empowerment which ends in her investment
in Thornton’s business and their happy marriage. Though representation of death is an
attempt to describe the indescribable, this novel explores the possibility of accepting the
cruel change and facing life with the enlightened sense of time. Unlike Mary Barton,
this novel describes deaths not as the unifying experience beyond the class barrier but as
that of promoting our self-awareness and establishing dialogue with others through the

heroine’s process of mourning.






