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Our house has been fuller than full, day & night ever since you left, and this last
fortnight it will be fuller than ever, as every one will want to see the Exhibition
before it closes. | am very fond of all the people who are coming; but so worn-out

that it is hard word [sic] to lash myself up into properly hospitable feelings."
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‘A private tutor!” said Margaret, looking scornful: ‘What in the world do
manufacturers want with the classics, or literature, or the accomplishments of a

gentleman?’
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My dearest Tottie,

We have two rooms and 19 people coming to occupy them before the Exhibition
closes, most of them relations — as soon as they will fix when each set goes, (a most
difficult thing to get them to do,) I will write to you. I do hope we shall have a spare
bit for you: but I am shocked to find the X closes on the 15th instead of end of Oct.
We are worn out with hospitality — but I should make no stranger of you dear, but
gape in your face if | chose. Oh | am so tired of it. X I mean, —I shd like it dearly if

| weren’t a hostess. (pp.469-470)
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Murillo, Woman Drinking. 2 von H. Knackfub, Murillo, Bielefeld, Leipzig, 1913.
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Abstract

Gaskell and the Manchester Art Treasures Exhibition

Masaie MATSUMURA

In spite of Margaret Hale’s deteriorating prejudice against Manchester Manufacturers,
they proved themselves in reality to be men awoken to art through the Manchester Art
Treasures Exhibition. The unprecedented national event organized by John Connellan
Deane and Thomas Fairbairn opened on 5th May 1857, and ran for 142 days until it was
successfully closed on 17th October.

All through the opening days of the Exhibition, Gaskell was closely involved with it,
and obtained permission for her second daughter (Meta) to make a water-colour sketch of
Murillo’s Woman Drinking, displayed in a gallery of the Exhibition Building.

In six years from Mary Barton to the time when Gaskell started to write North and
South, her view of Manchester mill owners had obviously undergone a change. John
Thornton is apparently closer to Mr. Millbank, the Manchester mill owner in Disraeli’s
Conighsby, than to her own Carson.

The salient aspect of Thornton is that he finally comes to transcend the mere “cash-
nexus” to cultivate closer intercourse with hands. “Cash-nexus” is Gaskell’s coinage
under the influence of Carlyle, who repeatedly warned in Chartism and Past and Present,
“Cash-Payment” should not be “the sole relation of human beings.” What is to be noted
here with the wisdom of hindsight is that Thornton represents a type of newly minted
middle class man who will be as deeply concerned with the Manchester Art Treasures

Exhibition as Mr. Millbank, and his creator was as we know her.



