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It was not only a question of fighting directly for women’s rights: Unitarian

women, as well as men, were prominent in such causes as anti-slavery and all sorts



of educational reform. Many leading female figures of the day either began as
Unitarians or were drawn into the movement—for instance, Harriet Martineau, well-
known sociologist and feminist . . . Elizabeth Gaskell, novelist. . . . It would be easy
to give further examples, especially in the later nineteenth century with the fight for
the suffrage and against the Contagious Diseases Acts. The circumstantial evidence
certainly seems to indicate that Unitarians both actively strove to improve the lot of

women and themselves provided role models of what women could achieve. (2)
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Then the tree has branches! Those are like arms: They spread out very far. Then
there are boughs; and upon the boughs leaves and blossoms. Here is a blossom upon
the apple-tree. Will the blossom be always upon the tree? No, it will fall off soon:
perhaps it will fall off to-night. But then do you know what comes instead of the
blossom? What? The fruit. After the apple-blossoms there will be apples. Then if the
blossom falls off to-night, shall I come here and get an apple tomorrow? No, you
must have patience: there will not be ripe apples a great while yet. There will be first

a little, little thing, hardly bigger than a pin's head. . . . (114)
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“l am not sure whether, if you had been poor, you might not have fallen into an
exactly parallel fault, and forgotten the trials of the rich. It is so difficult to understand
the errors into which their position makes all men liable to fall. Do you remember
a story in Evenings at Home, called the ‘Transmigration of Indra’? Well! when |
was a child, I used to wish | might be transmigrated (is that the right word?) into an
American slave-owner for a little while, just that | might understand how he must
suffer, and be sorely puzzled, and pray and long to be freed from his odious wealth,

till at last he grew hardened to its nature; the same reason. . . .” (55)
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It is enough to say, that this belief of the injustice and unkindness which they endure
from their fellow-creatures, taints what might be resignation to God’s will, and turns
it to revenge, in too many of the poor uneducated factory-workers of Manchester. . .
. I know nothing of Political Economy, or the theories of trade. | have tried to write
truthfully; and if my accounts agree or clash with any system, the agreement or

disagreement is unintentional. (7-8)
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Child of distress, who meet’st the bitter scorn
Of fellow men to happier prospects born,
Doomed art and nature’s various stores to see
Flow in full cups of joy,—and not for thee;
Who seest the rich, to heaven and fate resign’d,
Bear thy afflictions with a patient mind;
Whose bursting heart disdains unjust controll,

Who feel’st oppression’s iron in thy soul,



Who drag’st the load of faint and feeble years,
Whose bread is anguish. . .. (1-10)
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Bear, bear thy wrongs, fulfill thy destined hour,
Bend thy meek neck beneath the foot of power!
Think not their threats can work thy future woe,
Nor deem the Lord above, like Lords below.
Safe in the bosom of that love repose

By whom the sun gives light, the ocean flows,
Prepare to meet a father undismayed,

Nor fear the God whom priests and kings have made. (11-12, 17-22)
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The indigence and sufferings of the operatives induced a suspicion in
their minds of many of them, that their legislators, their magistrates,
their employers, and even the ministers of religion, were, in general,

their oppressors and enemies. (Ch. 8, 75)
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If I am out of work for weeks in the bad times, and winter comes, with black frost,
and keen east wind, and there is no coal for the grate, and no clothes for the bed, and
the thin bones are seen through the ragged clothes, does the rich man share his plenty

with me . . .. We’re their slaves as long as we can work; we pile up their fortunes

with the sweat of our brows, and yet we are to live as separate as if we were in two
worlds. ... (Ch.1,16) [ FHAEB4EE ]
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Laws are continually made against combinations, but the secret combination of the
low against the high can never be prevented, because it is founded on the interest of
the many, and the moral sense of all.  ("Thoughts" 352)
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Combination is an awful power. It is like the equally mighty agency of steam; capable
of almost unlimited good or evil. But to obtain a blessing on its labours, it must
work under the direction of a high and intelligent will; incapable of being misled by
passion or excitement. The will of the operatives had not been guided to the calmness
of wisdom. (Ch. 15, 147)
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The rich cannot seek the poor without beneficial effects to both parties. The best
leveling principle is that philanthropy which is continually at work to smooth and
soften the too great inequalities of life, and to present the eye, instead of proud
summits and abrupt precipices, with the gentler undulations of hill and vale, with

eminences of gradual ascent, and humble but happy vallies. (“Thoughts” 355-56)
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What thoughtful heart can look into this gulf

That darkly yawns “twixt rich and poor,

And not find food for saddest meditation!

Can see, without a pang of keenest grief,

Then fiercely battling (like some natural foes)

Whom God had made, with help and sympathy,

To stand as brothers, side by side, united!

Where is the wisdom that shall bridge this gulf,

And bind them once again in trust and love? (Ch.15, 143)
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Abstract

Portrayal of Society by Elizabeth Gaskell and Anna Barbauld:
Similarities of the Unitarian Female Writers

Yuko OTA

My thesis will analyze works of Gaskell and discuss the possibilities of the cultural
and literary influence of Anna Barbauld’s (1743—1825) philosophy on Gaskell’s works.
Barbauld is an early prominent, dissenting Romantic writer whose works are appreciated
today.

Recently, critics on British Rational Dissenters of the late eighteenth to early
nineteenth century (such as Daniel E. White, Jon Mee, or Felicity James) have pointed
out that a strong literary connection existed among Unitarian women writers such as
Barbauld, Harriet Martineau, and Gaskell. Several decades earlier than Gaskell, Barbauld
had played a significant role in forming the cultural and social opinion in her times.

Being born in a middle-class Unitarian family, Gaskell read Barbauld’s Lessons
for Children in her early years (J. A. V. Chapple; Angus Easson). Gaskell’s Preface to
Mary Barton reminds its readers of Barbauld’s combination of affectionate eyes for the
peripheral beings in the society and the rational description of reality represented in the
poem “To the Poor.” I would argue that the works of both Gaskell and Barbauld reflect the
philosophy of organic unity of society. The treatment of the labour union and capitalists in
Barbauld’s political discourses highly suggests the possibilities that Gaskell inherited the
philosophy relating to the lower class in the society that Barbauld maintained in the early

Romantic period.



