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Irene, who is the most wide-awake person | know, sat upright in the railway
carriage, looking out of the window with eager intelligent eyes, and noting all
she saw.... | sank back in my seat in a lazy, unobservant frame of mind, when
Irene called out, ‘Oh, look! there is a peasant in the goat-skin dress one reads
about; we must be in Brittany now, look, look!” I had to sit up again and be on
the alert; all the time thinking how bad for the brain it was to be straining one’s
attention perpetually after the fast-flitting objects to be seen through a railway

carriage window."
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The inn down in our ten-years-old Murray no longer existed; so we were glad to
be told of the Hotel Sévigé, although we suspected it to be a mere trick of a name.
Not at all. We are really veritably lodged in the very house she occupied when
she left Les Rochers to come and do the honours of Vitré to the Governor of
Brittany — the Due de Chaulnes. (F380)
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The Peasantry are almost as wild as their country, excessively quaint

in their costume, wearing broad-brimmed hats and flowing hair, and in

some districts trunk hose (bragous bras = breeks) of the 16th cent.; in others
wrapped up in goat-skins in winter, like Robinson Crusoe, a costume which they

retain as it was handed down from their ancestors. (115)
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Suddenly he turned into a field-road on our left; and in three minutes we were in

full sight of Les Rochers. We got down, and looked about us. We were on the

narrow side of an oblong of fine delicate grass; on our right were peaked-roofed farm



buildings, granaries, barns, stables, and cow-houses; opposite to us, a thick wood,
showing dark in the sunlight; in the corner to our left was the house, with tourelles
and tower, and bits of high-roof, and small irregular doors; a much larger and grander

building than I had expected; very like the larger castles in Scotland. (F381-82)
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We are staying with a French family of the middle class; and | cannot help noticing
the ways of daily life here, so different from those of England. We are a party of
seven; and we live on the fourth floor, which is extensive enough to comprise the two
sitting-rooms, the bedrooms, the kitchen, and the chamber for the two maids. | do

not dislike this plan of living on a flat, especially as it is managed in Paris. (F 362)
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The town, on the contrary, is ancient, picturesque, and deserted. There have been
fortified walls all round it, but these are now broken down in many places, and
small hovels have been built of the débris wherever this is the case, giving one the
impression of a town stuffed too full, which has burst its confines and run over. Yet
inside the walls there are many empty houses, and many grand fortified dwellings,

with coats of arms emblazoned over the doorway, which are only half occupied. (379)
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Abstract

Traveling with Murray’s Handbook
—Tourism in Gaskell’s “French Life”—

Rie SHIDOOKA

Traveling was one of Elizabeth Gaskell’s diversions. She visited not only many
places in Britain, but also foreign countries such as Italy, Germany and France. France
was her favorite country, and she went there several times from 1853 to 1865. Her “French
Life”, which was published in Frazer’s Magazine between April and June 1864, is her
diary of two journeys to France. This series of three articles includes the descriptions of
the domestic life of a French family of the middle class in Paris and of her excursion to
Brittany, and the tragic tale of the murder of Madame la Marquise de Gange.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the influence of tourism on Gaskell’s “French
Life”. Little attention has been given to this point so far. Did she enjoy the travel by train?
How did she make use of Murray’s Handbook for Travellers in France, Alsace, and
Lorraine?

This paper attempts to show that Murray’s handbook played an important role when
Gaskell decided what to see and do during her stay in France. The handbook directed her
attention to the objects and scenery which it recommends seeing, and even taught her how

to appreciate them.






