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Abstract

The Transformations of the English National Identity
Between Jane Austen and E. M. Forster

Ai TANJI

Jane Austen discovered the beauty of rural England and invented the idea of rural
Englishness (defining the essential national identity of England as lying in the country)
under the influence of the picturesque aesthetics, but the landscape she discovered was
"a rural landscape emptied of rural labour and of labourers," that is, a pastoral landscape
"from which the facts of production had been banished" (Raymond Williams, The Country
and the City).

Throughout the 19th century, Austen's pastoral dichotomy between the country and
the city was criticized by a series of social novelists such as Charles Dickens, Elizabeth
Gaskell, George Eliot, and Thomas Hardy, who attempted to produce, and more or less
successfully produced anti-pastoral works realistically portraying "the village life" as "a
life of pain."

On the other hand, with the rapid decline of agriculture from 1870s and the
development of the New Imperialism from 1880s, there appeared or reappeared the
centripetal idea of rural Englishness against the centrifugal background of the British
Imperial identity (represented by Fredric Jameson as "infinity)." I pick up E. M. Forster's
Howards End (1910) as a typical work written in and embodying this cultural context, and
compare it with the novels of Austen for the purpose of making clear what happened to

the English national identity in the century between Austen and Forster.



