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Patrick Branwell, their only brother, was a boy of remarkable promise, and in some

ways, of extraordinary precocity of talent. (1: 111)
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He was now nearly eighteen; it was time to decide.... The father, ignorant of many
failings in moral conduct, did proud homage to the great gifts to his son; for Branwell’s
talents were readily and willingly brought out for the entertainment of others. Popular
admiration was sweet to him. And this led to his presence being sought at ‘arvills’ and

all the great gatherings, for the Yorkshire men have a keen relish for intellect; and it



likewise procured him the undesirable distinction of having his company recommended
by the landlord of the Black Bull to any chance traveler who might happen to feel so
solitary or dull over his liquor. (1: 153-54)
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I am not aware for what reason the plan of sending Branwell to study at the Royal
Academy was relinquished probably, it was found, on inquiry, that the expenses of such
a life were greater than his father’s slender finances could afford, even with the help
which Charlotte’s labours at Miss Wooler’s gave, by providing for Anne’s board and
education. I gathered from what I have heard, that Branwell must have been severely

disappointed when the plan fell through. (1: 196)
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There are always peculiar trials in the life of an only boy in a family of girls. He is
expected to act a part of life; to do, while they are only to be; and the necessity of their
giving way to him in some things, is often exaggerated into their giving way to him in

all, and thus rendering him utterly selfish. (1: 197)
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I have heard, from one who attended Branwell in his last illness, that he resolved on
standing up to die. He had repeatedly said, that as long as there was life there was
strength of will to do what it chose; and when the last agony came on, he insisted in
assuming the position just mentioned. I have previously stated, that when his fatal
attack came on, his pockets were found filled with old letters from the woman to

whom he was attached. (2: 353)
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Abstract

The Cause of Branwell’s Death

Hisae ASHIZAWA

According to Gaskell’s The Life of Charlotte Bronté, having his heart broken by Mrs
Robinson, Lady Scott, drove Branwell to give up on life. In reality, he went to Wales on a
trip to relieve his grief, accompanying the sexton, John Brown. However, he was powerful
and strong in mind as can be seen in the poem, ‘Penmaenmauwr’ which he wrote during his
visit to Wales. The poem shows that he was never defeated by his unrequited love for Mrs
Robinson, contrary to Gaskell’s description. Because Gaskell was inclined to exaggerate the
tragic of events, there is the possibility that Gaskell embellished the truth.

What could be the cause of Branwell’s death then? I suppose that the instigation of
Branwell’s death could be the Bronté sisters’ betrayal. Although Branwell did not hear of
the sisters’ plan to write novels, Charlotte asked him why there had been no answer from
the publisher. Charlotte had consulted Branwell since he had the experience of contributing
poems to publishers. Therefore Branwell was sure to have known of their starting literary
careers, no matter how the sisters may have tried to keep it secret.

What makes Branwell despair the most, is being forced to recognize that his sisters’
abilities surpassed his own. When he was a child, Branwell was a star of hope among the
Brontés, because he was the only boy. He himself saw his sisters as mere ‘nothingness’.
As he grew, he became indulged in heavy drinking and gambling. He became more of a
troublemaker than a star of hope for the family. Still, he never gave up his dream of being a
successful writer, and kept writing poems until he learned of his sisters’ success. Finally, after
he was overwhelmingly beaten by his sisters, he abandoned his life. That is to say, the silent

insult threw him into depression and death.



