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Whether it was that living in closer neighbourhood to the metropolis—the centre of
politics and news—inspired the inhabitants of the southern counties with a strong feeling
of that kind of patriotism which consists in hating all other nations; or whether it was that
the chances of capture were so much greater at all the southern ports that the merchant

sailors became inured to the danger; or whether it was that serving in the navy, to those



familiar with such towns as Portsmouth and Plymouth, had an attraction to most men from
the dash and brilliancy of the adventurous employment—it is certain that the southerners
took the oppression of press-warrants more submissively than the wild north-eastern people.
For with them the chances of profit beyond their wages in the whaling or Greenland trade
extended to the lowest description of sailor. He might rise by daring and saving to be a ship-
owner himself. Numbers around him had done so; and this very fact made the distinction
between class and class less apparent; and the common ventures and dangers, the universal
interest felt in one pursuit, bound the inhabitants of that line of coast together with a strong
tie, the severance of which by any violent extraneous measure, gave rise to passionate anger

and thirst for vengeance. A Yorkshireman once said to me, 'My county folk are all alike.
Their first thought is how to resist. Why ! T myself, if I hear a man say it is a fine day, catch

myself trying to find out that it is no such thing. It is so in thought; it is so in word; it is so

in deed.’ (Chapter I. Monkshaven)
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Then there arose a huzza from the few knots of watchers gathered there, and they
cried, ‘Long live King Jarge " The corrége passed abreast. It consisted of three travelling-
carriages, escorted by a detachment of the German Legion. Anne was told to look in the
first carriage—a post-chariot drawn by four horses—for the King and Queen, and was
rewarded by secing a profile reminding her of the current coin of the realm; but as the party

had been travelling all night, and the spectators here gathered were few, none of the royal



family looked out of the carriage windows. It was said that the two elder princesses were in
the same carriage, but they remained invisible. The next vehicle, a coach and four, contained
more princesses, and the third some of their attendants.
“Thank God, I have seen my King " said Mrs. Garland, when they had all gone by.
(Chapter XI)
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Abstract

Press-gangs and Mrs Gaskell, or Mr Hardy

Suguru FUKASAWA

Press-gangs were used by the Royal Navy as a means to recruit seamen into naval service
especially during the Napoleonic wars. They were crude and violent, and provoked bitter
resentment in many places. In Sylvias Lovers the farmer Daniel Robson, Sylvia’s father,
heads a mob against them and is hanged. Kinraid, her lover, is carried off by the press-gang.
They are old-fashioned heroic characters, while Philip Hepburn, another lover of Sylvia,
is a composed, hard-working shopkeeper of a rising class, whose treachery of not sending
Kinraid’s message to Sylvia when Kinraid is carried off is the main motive of the plot. And
this is well written, while the social and historic vicissitude goes rather underneath.

Thomas Hardy also wrote the press-gang in The Trumpet-Major. The two brothers are
also contrastive like passionate Kinraid and composed Philip. But the cheerful, lighthearted
sailor Bob is well guided by his composed brother, Trumpet-major John. Bob once escapes
from the press-gang, but afterward he visits Captain Hardy and asks to enter on board the
Victory. Is this only because he lives in the southern counties with a strong feeling of a kind

of patriotism?



