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Somehow in this country sea thoughts followed the thinker far inland; whereas in



most other parts of the island, at five miles from the ocean, he has all but forgotten the
existence of such an element as salt water. The great Greenland trade of the coasting
towns was the main and primary cause of this, no doubt. But there was also a dread
and an irritation in every one’s mind, at the time of which I write, in connection with

the neighbouring sea. (4)
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[...] Will our descendants have a wonder about us, such as we have about the
inconsistency of our forefathers, or a surprise at our blindness that we do not perceive
that, holding such and such opinions, our course of action must be so and so, or that

the logical consequence of particular opinions must be convictions which at present we

hold in abhorrence? (58)
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of manifestation is in absence of speech or action, a sort of torpid and genteel ignoring all
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5. Monkshaven DS

JEEHZIED 5 D, BLHDFPIAETT (pleasure fair) D&Y E L TOEREDH 5,
Sylvia’s Lovers ICE T Z 9 LICBONEEIHI N 2 500D, SIBDET—7
FEFrcEZ LT R ERAEHFEM e, H S 2 RHZ Monkshaven D5V %
HH L Tw s, RIS N oG D3 U O & DBID H 2§ &9
L HIC 2 A THON S HKDBICIZZ DNFIORID TN S LD 2 L TEDE
%9,

CORRDAEICDH Ic>TX ¥ A7 VDS EIC L T2 A History of Whithy and
Streoneshalh Abbey (1817) 12 X 4UZE, Sylvias Lovers DYED Whitby 1Z1& =D DHLEED
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[...] Some of them looked scarce human; and yet an hour ago these lips, now tightly
drawn back so as to show the teeth with the unconscious action of an enraged wild
animal, had been soft and gracious with the smile of hope; eyes, that were fiery
bloodshot now, had been loving and bright; hearts, never to recover from the sense of

injustice and cruelty, had been trustful and glad only one short hour ago. (25)
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[...] Here and there, a woman, with wild gestures and shrill voice, that no entreaty

would hush down to the the whispered pitch of the men, pushed her way through the



crowd—this one imploring immediate action, that adjuring those around her to smite
and spare not those who had carried off her “man,”—the father, the bread-winner. Low
down in the darkened silent town were many whose hearts went with the angry and

excited crowd, and who would bless them and caress them for that night's deeds. (223)
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—)LiZ, B72 B D3 “asort of seething the kid in its mother’s milk” (221) 7z 2 Z&REIZ$
LMROMFE L TEZTE %, &M LISEETNCME S 2 SOF TR~ E 282
TLEIDTH 2, 21U DS DFTENE, TTICV—AZRVEZ T2
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“not in the habit of feeling any emotion at actions not directly affecting himself” (226) T
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It seems a time for gathering up human forces to encounter the coming severity, as
well as of storing up the produce of harvest for the needs of winter. Old people turn
out and sun themselves in that calm St.Martin’s summer, without fear of “the heat o’ i’

sun, or the coming winter’s rages,”and we may read in their pensive, dreamy eyes that



they are weaning themselves away from the earth, which probably many may never see

again dressed in her summer glory. (54)
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Philip fell to thinking; a generation ago something of the same kind had been going
on as that which he was now living through, quick with hopes and fears. [...] [W]
as that to be Sylvias lot? —or, rather, was she not saved from it by the event of the
impressment, and by the course of silence he himself had resolved upon? Then he
went on to wonder if the lives of one generation were but a repetition of the lives of
those who had gone before, with no variation but from the internal cause that some
had greater capacity for suffering than others. Would those very circumstances which
made the interest of his life now, return, in due cycle, when he was dead and Sylvia was

forgotten? (207)
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Abstract

An Analysis of the Descriptions of Monkshaven:
Isolation and Split in Sylvias Lovers

Yui HIRANO

This paper aims to analyze the town of Monkshaven, the setting of the story of Sylvias
Lovers. This town is isolated not only geographically by the ocean and wild moors, but also
spiritually by the proud sense of independence of its habitants with the wealth deriving
from a whaling-trade. That is why the aristocrats in the vicinity bear ill-feelings and do not
bother to help them.

Such isolation and split are emphasized in the descriptions of St. Nicholas Church
and the marketplace in Monkshaven. Dr. Wilson, as a vicar, sypathizes with the gardener
whose son was killed by the press-gang, but he receives a letter justifying the murder from
a navy captain in his capacity as a magistrate, and is forced to make his sermon moderated.
The Marketplace becomes the setting of the press-gang's first assault, and the largest-
scale raid which is followed by the retaliation against it. Besides these terrible incidents,
the appearances of private shops and the perverted usage as a decoy represent changing of
trading and political system of Monkshaven. The mood of oppression always seems to be
implied in the descriptions of such public places, making the habitants gradually frustrated
and at last insane, which looks almost similar to a barbaric carnival. The confusion exposes
feelings of inner-rift among the people of Monkshaven as well as its isolation.

After the hanging of Daniel Robson, the story moves from the struggles in Monkshaven
to Sylvia’s difficulties. Thus, using Daniel as a kind of a convex glass, the historical resistance
and surrender of Monkshaven townspeople is overlapped with Sylvia's personal obstinacy
and consequent tragedy. On this account, the descriptions of Monkshaven play an

important role in the structure of Sylvias Lovers.






