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Their mode of life was simple, and more like that of yeomen than squires. Indeed
Squire Hamley, by continuing the primitive manners and customs of his forefathers,

the squires of the eighteenth century, did live more as a yeoman, when such a class

existed, than as a squire of this generation. There was a dignity in this quiet
conservatism that gained him an immense amount of respect both from high and low; he

might have visited at every house in the country had he so chosen. (PR | 40)
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Five minutes afterwards a light shone upon the lawn from the windows of the Long
Gallery, which glowed with more brilliancy than it had known in the meridian of its
Caroline splendours. Thereupon the framed gentleman in the lace collar seemed to

open his eyes more widely; he with the flowing locks and turn-up mustachios to part

his lips; he in the armour, who was so much like Captain de Stancy, to shake the plates
of his mail with suppressed laughter; the lady with the three-stringed pearl necklace,
and vast expanse of neck, to nod with satisfaction and triumphantly signify to her

adjoining husband that this was a meet and glorious end. (MRRIZEEE , 381)
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Abstract

Transformation of ‘Home’ in the Country House:
Mrs. Gaskell, Thomas Hardy, E.M. Forster and Englishness

Yukio KANEKO

The three novelists we discuss, Mrs. Gaskell, Thomas Hardy and E.M.Forster, representing
the Victorian and Edwardian age, are all concerned with “the Condition of England,” or
the problem of social change, especially in the countryside, which the industrial revolution,
modernity, urbanization, and the British Empire have produced. The countryside being
an essence of Englishness, this article traces the change in the representation of the country
house conceived as “home,” an element of national identity. Wives and Daughters, A
Laodicean and Howards End, all address the problem of who will inherit the country house
and what qualifications are necessary as an inheritor. The inheritors should carry out
paternalism and excel in improvement for the village welfare. In Wives and Daughters,
Lord Cumnor and Squire Hamley can both cope with the social change and manage their
estates in hierarchical harmony although the latter needs the aid of the rising professional
class. Thus the upper-class is stable in the moral country house. In A Laodicean, the Stancy
Castle, from which Sir William de Stancy has been displaced, is owned by Paula Power, a
wealthy upper-middle class girl. But considering her failure in estate improvement and the
symbolic castle ruined in a blaze, the upper-middle class cannot inherit the country house,
either. Elsewhere Hardy suggests that the agricultural workers seem to replace them as
inheritors. In Howards End the estate is inherited by the illegitimate son of Helen Schlegel
and Lennard Bust. This means the inheritor’s hybrid character: agricultural workers™ class,
commercial middle class, liberal-humanist and philistine upper-middle class, and German/
English bloods all melt together. It is worth noting that all the novels have in common the

contemporary attachment to yeomen and the Tudor England.



