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Romanticism embedded in the European and American mind a sense of the
importance of childhood, a belief that childhood should be happy, and a hope that the
qualities of childhood, if they could be preserved in adulthood, might help redeem the
adult world. (Cunningham 72)
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She was too young when her mother died to have received any cautions or words of
advice respecting zhe subject of a woman’s life. . . . Ruth was innocent and snow-pure.
She had heard of falling in love, but did not know the signs and symptoms thereof;
nor, indeed, had she troubled her head much about them. (37)
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The unevenness of discipline to which only children are subjected; the thwarting,
resulting from over-anxiety; the indiscreet indulgence, arising from a love centred all in

one object; had been exaggerated in his education. . . . (27)
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The presence of that little crippled fellow seemed to obliterate all the angry feelings



which had existed between his mother and her neighbours, and which had formed the

politics of that little court for many a day. (57)
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Now do you not see how much happier this family are from the one circumstance of
a little child’s coming among them. . . . And yet Tom was no powerful person; he was
not clever; he was very friendless at first; but he was loving and good; and on those
two qualities, which any of us may have if we try, the blessing of God lies in rich

abundance. (115)
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He meant that he relied on her promise to meet him; but Ruth thought that he was

referring to the responsibility of doing the best she could for the child. (22-23)
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Mr. Donne lay in the best room of the Queen’s Hotel—no one with him but his
faithful, ignorant servant, who was as much afraid of the fever as any one else could be,
but who, nevertheless, would not leave his master—his master who had saved his life
as a child, and afterwards put him in the stables at Bellingham Hall, where he learnt all

that he knew. (357)
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For here was a new, pure, beautiful, innocent life, which she fondly imagined, in that
early passion of maternal love, she could guard from every touch of corrupting sin by

ever watchful and most tender care. (132-133)
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There was, perhaps, something bewitching in the union of the grace and loveliness of

womanhood with the naiveté, simplicity, and innocence of an intelligent child. (28)
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They each vied with the other in the tenderest cares. They hastened tea; they wheeled
the sofa to the fire; they made her lie down; and to all she submitted with the docility
of achild; . ... (348)

J— 2 FAPH D SOt 2 1 LY - ThERBRBAN OB E IS T iz, Z2OFEDHN] %2
v, L—=RZADFRAEIDIRL, LF—FBbES o0l hot, TRTE
POV —R1F, 59 X ICHTENEL T NSO N4 DFILE, T+
ELOMIEE ) #boTRITANS, FIITEREPEL JIZHSNHIHNT, L—
AV TFED ] DA A=V EFEODIT N TS, I 6IEEGImTH, THICH
DLFEL S LWHERIEA (“a sweet, child-like insanity within”) ; (361) DIRIET
L= ZDBEATHLFRICERIN TV S, L—Z2DFESH 5 L WIFEIE, “within’
EVIHHEEL LD X)L DTH L, TNETERLTELLI I,
XX AT VE TTES DG ISR L THRIDER S L L) FEZFEL T, TT
Eb) ELTERBEINDV—ADBALICERERRL, 21U TIE% L,
DANZ D TV — 2T U CER 2R TP IR s i TYREIER 2L %,
XY AT VML 72 TH 5V — A2 TG, L) EENZREZ > Tdvi
W, ZOROYIZ THFEDDL I %y FEE L TRFALFT S LT, L —2ADN
MiCdH 2BORME . ZNEN—ADROTICHERNEEZ T R R HEE ICHIR
DFTC05, FEDN—ANT HEERE LRI 2 -hE LT, ¥y A7 ViETr
ELDA A= HTAITEDIAATZDTH 5,



FLO

TV =23 EERICHSNTNHTH B, ELLLTH BN —AZHYILD 65
AN =2V ELDT7 24 A, L—2ADONRDOERFMRELIKSIC A9 &F
2 zvA 2, ZLTEROPTHDOMZERIZZ S L TETHEELZT 21— R
DZIZ, AT T 2 B0 ) ORMEZ L T sk v, AMERMIE, 20
FREQ Z I HIREBRET SN, ZHUSH L X v A7 VEHEDD T O X 9 1cibR
Tw3,

... I have spoken out my mind in the best way I can, and I have no doubt that what
was meant so earnestly must do some good, though perhaps not all the good, or not

the very good I meant. (Lesters 221)
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Abstract

The Image of Children and Childhood in Ruzh

Hiroki TAKIKAWA

In the Victorian era, writers such as Charles Dickens and Charlotte Bronté depicted their
protagonists’ childhood in detail. Compared with them, Elizabeth Gaskell’s descriptions
of childhood may not be remarkable. This article aims to investigate Gaskell’s image of
children and childhood, focusing on the word “innocence.”

In “Libbie Marsh’s Three Eras” the presence of the child, Frank, helps the adults around
him obliterate the bad feelings which they had each other. And in “Hand and Heart” Tom’s
honest heart has a positive effect on the characters of his aunt and cousins who used to be
scolding and noisy. Gaskell associates children’s innocence with “good” and hopes their
innocence can redeem the adult world.

In Ruth Gaskell describes different attitudes toward illegitimate Leonard. Thurstan
Benson thinks children are innocent whether they are legitimate or illegitimate, while Mr.
Bradshaw treats Leonard mercilessly. In the last chapter Mr. Bradshaw changes his attitude
and accompanies Leonard to Mr. Benson’s house. This final scene shows the innocent child
gives adults an opportunity to reach a reconciliation.

Ruth is emphasized as an “innocent” person in order to soften readers” antipathy to her.
But after she became a fallen woman, the word “innocence” is not used any more for her.
Instead, Gaskell expresses Ruth’s goodness by referring to her nature like a “child” to evoke

readers’ sympathy to Ruth.



