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Mr Carson stood on the step, dreading to shut out the light and air, and return
into the haunted, gloomy house.
‘My son! my son!” he said, at last. ‘But you shall be avenged, my poor, murdered

boy.’



Ay! to avenge his wrongs the murderer had singled out his victim, and with one
fell action, taken away the life that God had given. To avenge his child’s death,
the old man lived on; with the single purpose in his heart, of vengeance on the
murderer. True, his vengeance was sanctioned by law, but was it the less revenge?

Are we worshippers of Christ? or of Alecto?

Oh! Orestes! you would have made a very tolerable Christian of the nineteenth

century! (266)
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How delightfully happy the plan made her through the coming week! She was
too young when her mother died to have received any cautions or words of advice

respecting the subject of a woman’s life—.... Ruth was innocent and snow-pure.

She had heard of falling in love, but did not know the signs and symptoms thereof;
nor, indeed, had she troubled her head much about them. Sorrow had filled up



her days, to the exclusion of all lighter thoughts than the consideration of present
duties, and the remembrance of the happy time which had been. But the interval of
blank, after the loss of her mother and during her father’s life-in-death, had made

her all the more ready to value and cling to sympathy—first from Jenny, and now
from Mr. Bellingham. (FHrEESH | 43-44)
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My son, on recovering from his illness, is, I thank God, happily conscious of the
sinful way in which he has been living with you. By his earnest desire, and in order
to avoid seeing you again, we are on the point of leaving this place; but, before I
go, I wish to exhort you to repentance, and to remind you that you will not have
your own guilt alone upon your head, but that of any young man whom you may
succeed in entrapping into vice. I shall pray that you may turn to an honest life,
and I strongly recommend you, if indeed you are not ‘dead in trespasses and sins,
to enter some penitentiary. In accordance with my son’s wishes, I forward you in

this envelope a bank-note of fifty pounds. (91-92)
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With a father and mother, and home and careful friends, I am not likely to be
tempted like Ruth; ... if you knew all I have been thinking and feeling this last
year, you would see how I have yielded to every temptation that was able to come
to me; ... and how I might just have been like Ruth, or rather worse than she ever

was, because I am more headstrong and passionate by nature, I do so thank you

and love you for what you did for her! And will you tell me really and truly now If
I can ever do anything for Ruth? (FE#REEH , 361-62)
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“Such a one as her has never been a great sinner; nor does she do her work as a

penance, but for the love of God, and of the blessed Jesus. She will be in the light

of God’s countenance when you and I will be standing afar off. I tell you, man,

when my poor wench died, as no one would come near, her head lay at that hour
on this woman’s sweet breast. I could fell you,” the old man went on, lifting his

shaking arm, “for calling that woman a great sinner. The blessing of them who were

ready to perish is upon her. (FHrgE | 425)

Mg, b3 Ttk <o b, M HEPLV—2%2 E)RLETH, LD
EHIHWIL, RIAND»EV) ZETHD, FIHDEADEIEICIZZD L)
BHAEICNTIRABAD SN TWDE, L—ADHELEZERET S AL 13Dty
Fs% “penance”, “a great sinner” @ TIEJHIT L AT, B, 2 &wH, LaL,
JAD DA% BZDFLEZMENTN T 28lE, &) BRT>TwWa 2 EzEA
BHRRK TS, BANRELZDITRPESERDO DD THEOE N, TIE%H L,
“for the love of God, and of the blessed Jesus” #iD%, Hi7: 2 4 T ZADEHIZ ), &
DAFZEIEZITI TV DR L, BLH->Tw5, 2L T A4DINzd 3 Mk
D) DMERIHEAEZER T2 DT, EADTENE®R TSI L LIZaR
oltbDTHLI ELHSELTH S,

HANERDEE S N HEIIHATH 223, ZIDFEEIEIEICE>TWV 5
PEPIETH D, DFD, FUFEICL—2AD THR) Z2EHFLICKE>TWED
27 ZORHICMEIIEENRE A Z T I EIFTE R, L— RIZEAMI
fTRDFEERE VI RBEZRD A 2 2 LI k> TRz AR I N, BET 2
5, OFFL ZEAIL Tolkv, L — FicfEsnsitiomd; L - Bt



DFE LEHOBEIZ D 20b 6T, L—2ADNMNZIEE A EERIN TR,

They each vied with the other in the tenderest cares. They hastened tea; they

wheeled the sofa to the fire; they made her lie down; and to all she submitted with

the docility of a child; and, when the candles came, even Mr. Benson’s anxious eye

could see no change in her looks, but that she seemed a little paler. The eyes were as

full of spiritual light, the gently parted lips as rosy, and the smile, if more rare, yet

as sweet as ever. (MR | 426-27)
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It might be that, utterly exhausted by watching and nursing, first in the hospital,
and then by the bedside of her former lover, the power of her constitution was
worn out; or, it might be, her gentle, pliant sweetness, but she displayed no outrage

or discord even in her delirium.... The watchers could not touch her with their

sympathy, or come near her in her dim world; .... She never looked at any one with

the slightest glimpse of memory or intelligence in her face; no, not even Leonard.

Her strength faded day by day; .... Two days she lingered thus—all but gone
from them, and yet still there.

They stood around her bedside, not speaking, or sighing, or moaning; they
were too much awed by the exquisite peacefulness of her look for that. Suddenly
she opened wide her eyes, and gazed intently forwards, as if she saw some happy

vision....



“I see the Light coming,” said she. “The Light is coming,” she said. And, raising

herself slowly, she stretched out her arms, and then fell back, very still for evermore.

(RS | 443-44)
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Abstract

The Two Subjects of Ruth

— Reclamation and Salvation

Norimitsu AYUZAWA

The novels of Elizabeth Gaskell deal with various issues arising out of her critical
attitude toward Victorian morality, social reforms and Christian philanthropy. Ruzh has
been discussed in the light of this subject: problems about “the fallen woman question,”
sexual inequality based on the double standard, the moral and social education of
laborers, women’s situations in the period in which the novel is set, and so on. These
problems are depicted by the authorial, objective narrator on the surface of the novel;
and they reach harmonious, or subtle solutions: Ruth’s reclamation is accepted by society,
though it is so rare in other Victorian novels.

But Ruth has another subject, apart from what the Condition-of-England novels
depict. This subject is dealt with in the depth of the novel in which not only social
conventions and moral hypocrisy but also good intentions, grace and various reforms
in society, or even Unitarian benevolence are radically criticized. It lies first hidden
beneath the surface, and later gradually begins to come to light through the interpolated
comments from the narrator (unlike the narrator mentioned above) close to the
heroine’s heart, and through her dialogue with God, her confessions and her prayers.
This progress starts at an epiphanic moment and from this point, Ruth transcends those
who approve her reclamation and come to respect her, and she saves her own soul and
attains redemption in atonement for her sin. In this essay we will discuss this radical

development of the work beginning with Ruth’s fall and ending in her salvation.



