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Miss Keeldar’s countenance changed at this view: it was the after-taste of the
battle, death and pain replacing excitement and exertion: it was the blackness the
bright fire leaves when its blaze is sunk, its warmth failed, and its glow faded.

“That is what I wished to prevent,” she said, in a voice whose cadence betrayed
the altered impulse of her heart.

“But you could not prevent it; you did your best; it was in vain,” said Caroline,
comfortingly. “Don’t grieve, Shirley.”

“I am sorry for those poor fellows,” was the answer, while the spark in her glance

dissolved to dew. (292)
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The crowd stirred uneasily. They looked away from the piece of iron, they appeared
shy, they were embarrassed and shocked as though it had been something horrid,
scandalous, or indelicate, that in common decency should not have been flourished

like this in broad daylight. (135)
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A sharp pebble flew by her, grazing forehead and cheek, and drawing a blinding
sheet of light before her eyes. She lay like one dead on Mr. Thornton’s shoulder.
Then he unfolded his arms, and held her encircled in one for an instant:

“You do well!” said he. “You come to oust the innocent stranger. You fall—you

hundreds—on one man; and when a woman comes before you, to ask you for



your own sakes to be reasonable creatures, your cowardly wrath falls upon her!
You do well” They were silent while he spoke. They were watching, open-eyed and
open-mouthed, the thread of dark-red blood which wakened them up from their
trance of passion. Those nearest the gate stole out ashamed; there was a movement

through all the crowd—a retreating movement. (179)
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Abstract

The Rioters Growing “Ashamed” in North and South
and the Representation of Crowds in Victorian Novels

Masanori ITO

This paper first pays attention to the thwarted riot in North and South, in which
striking mill workers incidentally injure Margaret, and retreat from the scene “ashamed”
of their un-gentlemanly violence. While this crowd behaviour disturbs the relationship
between Margaret and Thornton, inert to this point, and so provides a momentous cue
for the development of the novel’s romance plot, the political significance that has so far
been incidental to it curiously withdraws into the background. Notwithstanding, the
novel is at this point dealing with a newly emergent aspect of crowds consequent upon
the development of the then contemporary labour movements.

I will attempt to re-evaluate the narrative of North and South in the context of the Victorian
experience of crowds, by comparing the novel’s near-riot scene with the representation
of crowds from other Victorian novels: Dickens’s Barnaby Rudge, in which rioters are led
by incorrigible types of scoundrel and eventually suppressed by force; Bronté’s Shirley, in
which the use of female viewpoints covertly inserts domestic interest into the riot scene; and
Conrad’s The Nigger of the Narcissus, in which an insurgent crowd autonomously quells its
deviatory passion by means of internalized morality and conscience.

In the course of my argument, it will be discovered that the augmented voice of the
real-world working class intrudes into the fictional world, gradually splitting its narrative
between a rising urgency in the domestic realm towards sympathy for urban destitution,
and the traditional requirement to remove the threat of crowds from the public realm.
I will then conclude by discussing how the narrative of North and South resolves its
political conflict by inserting a female body into the public space, and thus replaces the
exuberant energy of the crowd with a sense of shame deriving from Victorian domestic

norms of gender.



