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“We have been written to by government, as I think I told you before, to
recommend an intelligent man, well acquainted with mechanics, as instrument
maker to the Agricultural College they are establishing at Toronto, in Canada. It
is a comfortable appointment, —house, —land, —and a good per-centage on the
instruments made. I will show you the particulars if I can lay my hand on the letter,

which I believe I must have left at home.” (362)
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The contrast to the creative and forward-looking American experience in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries is absolutely crucial to understanding a
distinctively Canadian imaginative tradition. Seeking a haven in which to preserve
customs threatened at home is imaginatively at the opposite pole from rejecting the

old order and emigrating in order to begin anew. (432)
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‘English letters! “Twas that made me so late!’

‘Oh, Jem, Jem! Don't hold them so tight! What do they say?’

“Why, some good news. Come, give a guess what it is.”

‘Oh, tell me! I cannot guess,” said Mary.

“Then you give it up, do you? What do you say, Mother?’

Jane Wilson thought a moment.

‘Will and Margaret are married?” asked she.

‘Not exactly, —but very near. The old woman has twice the spirit of the young
one. Come, Mary, give a guess!’

He covered his little boy’s eyes with his hands for an instant, significantly, till the
baby pushed them down, saying in his imperfect way,

‘Tan’t see.’

“There now! Johnnie can see. Do you guess Mary?’

“They've done something to Margaret to give her back her sight!” exclaimed she.

(379)
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Its salubrious climate, its fertile soil, commercial advantages, great water privileges,
its proximity to the mother country, and last, not least, its almost total exemption
from taxation—that bugbear which keeps honest John Bull in a state of constant

ferment—were the theme of every tongue, and lauded beyond all praise. (10)
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A Canada mania pervaded the middle ranks of British society; thousands and tens
of thousands, for the space of three or four years landed upon these shores. A large
majority of the higher class were officers of the army and navy, with their families—
a class perfectly unfitted by their previous habits and education for contending with

the stern realities of emigrant life. (11)
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If these sketches should prove the means of deterring one family from sinking their
property, and shipwrecking all their hopes, by going to reside in the backwoods of
Canada, I shall consider myself amply repaid for revealing the secrets of the prison-

house, and feel that I have not toiled and suffered in the wilderness in vain. (330)
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He [Ralph Wade] wrote of the desirability of “our beloved Queen Victoria” visiting
Canada because, as he said on a number of occasions, the people of England
thought “too meanly” of Canada, as backward, wild, and remote, and needed
another source of information that pointed to the province’s rapid progress after

1840. (Gerber 19)
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I see a long low wooden house, with room enough and to spare. The old

primeval trees are felled and gone for many a mile around; one alone remains to

overshadow the Gable-end of the cottage. There is a garden around the dwelling,



and far beyond that stretches an orchard. The glory of an Indian summer is over all,
making the heart leap at the sight of its gorgeous beauty.

At the door of the house, looking towards the town, stands Mary, watching
the return of her husband from his daily work; and while she watches, she listens,
smiling,

‘Clap hands, daddy comes,
With his pocket full of plums,
And a cake for Johnnie’

Then comes a crow of delight from Johnnie. Then his grandmother carries him

to the door, and glories in seeing him resist his mother’s blandishments to cling to

her. (378-79)
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Abstract

What Does the Ending of Mary Barton Imply?:
Emigration to Canada

Rie SHIDOOKA

At the end of Mary Barton, the heroine, Mary, emigrates to Canada with her husband,
Jem, and his elderly mother because he has been appointed instrument maker to the
Agricultural College in Toronto. The last scene describes their new, spacious cottage
with a garden and an orchard, along with Mary’s happy life as an ‘angel in the house,’
awaiting the return of Jem from work. They seem to have established an ‘English’ home
in Canada, but why did they have to leave their English hometown and start a new life in
Upper Canada? This article discusses what the ending of Mary Barton implies.

It seems that the last scene reveals Gaskell’s vision of Canada. In the first half of the
nineteenth century, British people were attracted to Canada because of its abundant land;
its geographical, political and cultural proximity to their home country; and the British
government’s aid such as exemption from taxation. In addition, Canada, unlike the
United States, was not a democratic country. If Mary had emigrated to the United States
(the most popular destination for British immigrants in those days), it would have meant
she was rejecting Britain and expressing a preference for the society of the American

republic. Gaskell would not have given such an impression to her readers.



