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Why is it that the dependents in a houschold are so feverishly inquisitive about
the doings and sayings, the manners and customs, the joys and sorrows of those
who employ them? Is it that, having abnegated for themselves all active share in
life, they take an unhealthy interest in those who are in the thick of the strife? Is it
because, being cut off ... from family ties and family pleasures, they feel a malicious
delight in all family trials and vexations ...? Remember this, husbands and wives,

fathers and sons, mothers and daughters, brothers and sisters, when you quarrel.

Your servants enjoy the fun. (177, FURFSL, THEEH)
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I daresay it was very wrong and very discreditable to listen, but where is the
woman, in the whole range of our sex, who can regulate her actions by the abstract
principles of honour, when those principles point one way, and when her affections,
and the interests which grow out of them, point the other?

I listened; and under similar circumstances I would listen again—vyes! with my

ear at the keyhole, if I could not possibly manage it in any other way. (Collins [1860]
203, THREEH)

C ZCMarion 13 THIZHEZ VT30 L»ICBESI ETINTRE &

Fe, ZOR LRI 2L TW2, EBREHTRLTH- T, ZALLEZLR
LWL D D EIPRTIMETE T, Laura DD 7% 5 THICHE %Y



THILEES>THDEV) EFVE, BEDGE bIZD ZDFRZ2 R ITAEN
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I had made up my mind that there should be a listener when those two men sat
down to their talk—and that the listener, in spite of all the Count’s precautions to

the contrary, should be myself. I wanted but one motive to sanction the act to my

own conscience, and to give me courage enough for performing it; and that motive
I had. Laura’s honour, Laura’s happiness—Laura’s life itself—might depend on my
quick ears and my faithful memory, to-night. (209-10, FHREH)
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‘But will you tell me the truth now?’

“What truth?’

“That day, when I came to you,—did you love me at all then?’

‘We'll let bygones be bygones, if you please.’

‘But I swear you shall tell me. It was such a cruel thing to answer me as you did,
unless you meant it. And yet you never saw me again till after my mother had been
over for you to Mrs. Crawley’s.”

‘It was absence that made me—care for you.’

‘Lucy, I swear I believe you loved me then.’

‘Ludovic, some conjuror must have told you that.” She was standing as she spoke,
and, laughing at him, she held up her hands and shook her head. But she was now
in his power, and he had his revenge—his revenge for her past falsehood and her
present joke. How could he be more happy when he was made happy by having her
all his own, than he was now? (577-78, TNHiEEH)
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“You appeared to read a good deal upon her which was quite invisible to me,” I
remarked.

‘Not invisible but unnoticed, Watson. You did not know where to look, and so

you missed all that was important ....’

‘... Never trust to general impressions, my boy, but concentrate yourself upon

details .... (Doyle [1892] 40, Hi&EE)
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‘But is the secret safe so far?” I asked. ‘Is it safe now, dearest mother?’

‘No,” replied my mother. ‘It has been very near discovery. It was saved by an
accident. It may be lost by another accident—to-morrow, any day.’

‘Do you dread a particular person?’

‘Hush! Do not tremble and cry so much for me. I am not worthy of these tears,’
said my mother, kissing my hands. ‘T dread one person very much.’

‘An enemy?’

‘Not a friend. One who is too passionless to be either. He is Sir Leicester

Dedlock’s lawyer, mechanically faithful without attachment, and very jealous of the

profit, privilege, and reputation of being master of the mysteries of great houses.’

(Dickens [1853] 566-67, &)

Lady Dedlock (2 & > TRATIERWAE DMTETE RV O RV AEiE
59 £TH %< Tulkinghorn 72238, fZIZHED & 2 AHRMEEVE W I HIFEDO B &
NTWDTIE R\, 2 TO Lady Dedlock DFHIZIIAAIEME T, DAY
BEAZINCT UL, X2 IRINTUIOT, BEOFREREZ KD T
5 EV)EHLD 7\, BIS D 03%0 T 2R 51 L LTWw»5 2 ERITT,
ZDEFRIIMT L D b epistemophilia IZH % L H I birs, Z LTI I Tb
% jealous & \» 9 FEIZHER T Benjamin D> ) /INHEHEE D jealous & & Z 2> CTHHE L
DT BNIEAID? LIS TUNILDFEE 1% Lady Dedlock IZB%8 D37
Z3H - 72 EB IR S 415 Tulkinghorn DIEATD 672 A T, il E R AR Z 23
ZBRI VI ICHICHTL TR DDBEDIdEV) ZLILBDZ)TH 2,
L LZ 9 EHML 036, BE HLiaEE ooz, HEEVIEHLIC
BIEESROLDBDRDIEA S, Z L TZOPEERDE I L/INHOEZH &
BT HOEEROERICEDLN/D BT I20TH S, bikI) ERDEEZMS
NI en A VORI - FHETOLADRG- L 12, ZAUIIMEE %5
IR R 2RO EIET, izt YHHIc TP LLELTL 5 A
VDR ST TEREIOAZE Florence L HERIUT KL 722 3wk, 2
DIECHAD EALIEE D & EETO2BOES SO S L F1ETRT
POHIETONTLE>TVREDEN 6 Lilis, VEMEZ T2 TR Iz



HIZ L 7 Florence 13 %321 F, WO ETHIL (WL L2y (Dickens [1848]
422-3), ZZTHIUE, 29 LB OBRT3321) 2 H O R0l - z 7Nz
FOHERZ D L, BE . BSAaEES 2 LR, BooR0b L2

B

ICHREINAWEE, 2oL ZI2E, 0 EME2ROLRLTIEICk->T,

o7 LM E A ) ODMERPD LT TE L) I 6D, 2D
D DIFLIFS CDIETHZ ELTH,

1

2
3

i+

AFEIZE 29 BIHAX ¥ 27 MBE4EAL (201749 H 30 H. FRREAK)
BT DAERDEEE T 7 B TN, R E R 120
AA-HDTH B,

Z OHFEDERIZEXINTH %, Fosco D (FBARYE) & Marian D (B & Z1)
E VI EIA LR 22 = v ¥ —DFE S X Collins D—FiEL E\ ) 5,
D SRIHE > 7= T DELED G (179-82) IR o5,

BIDTER DR TIZ MEF jile E SLNTFELFE OV Tzt r A~ (Trollope
[1864-65] 352) 3H S jilt TH-7Z t2RD2 E, MTH TboLdbH
Hjile 72 LIRSINT, RIEHOEREINL I EICKD (771-72), O
Becky Sharp & & WEIEILS Lizzie (The Eustace Diamonds) 135 5 12 XIXT . &
THUMDL T ETRKEDERE, bLEARDDOPEETHELTH, A
A o TOAKIDE S BIKD jile DFEE %4 Z TV> % & L V> Phineas
Finn 72 & % Ejile BREZ AL Tw 5 & 73U, Trollope DI < A D
v — a VNSO TR BRR L i UR R PRI E 5 T
W, b LR, ARoAOE, b E, bLZARLDODFET S L
LCHED, RE->Tw3EEA2)TH5, #BIL. WEk3 27457
T4 T A FZEICRENZ S O TR R WITRBEZ R T 2D E LT, 22
Gl 2. T Phineas DA Z T TE L,

Z 2T Gaskell IZHIEZR L TEIIE, Mary Barton Th Ib SEE DN &
TF 7 A M| A E 417z Samuel Bamford @ T35 L VNG % Mary 3EH E 5



L& & (156), @i#OBILIILA, Z DFATICAD ), Lo LIBADKE
WD BDLAHUIE P NIFRORK TIE A . Z2hbsEpins TELTlis
TEFOHMDA ) (299) TH S, ZOYEMEADH:HIE Mary %3 Holmes 12,
W2 Gaskell 2% Doyle IZ8A L TR EFEZ 57259,

51 Sk

Benjamin, Walter. //luminations. Ed. Hannah Arendt, trans. Harry Zohn. New York:
Schocken Books, 1969.

Braddon, Mary Elizabeth. Aurora Floyd. 1863. Ed. P. D. Edwards. Oxford: Oxford UD,
1996.

Brooks, Peter. Body Work: Objects of Desire in Modern Narrative. Cambridge,
Massachusetts: Harvard UP, 1993.

Collins, Wilkie. The Woman in White. 1860. Ed. Harvey Peter Sucksmith. London:
Oxford UP, 1975.

——. The Moonstone. 1868. Ed. Anthea Trodd. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1982.

Dickens, Charles. Martin Chuzzlewit. 1844. Ed. P. N. Furbank. Harmondsworth:
Penguin, 1968.

——. Dombey and Son. 1848. Ed. Peter Fairclough. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1970.

——. Bleak House. 1853. Ed. Norman Page. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1971.

——. Great Expectations 1861. Ed. Angus Calder. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1965.

Doyle, Arthur Conan. The Sign of the Four. 1890. Ed. Christopher Roden. Oxford:
Oxford UP, 1993.

——. The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. 1892. Ed. Richard Lancelyn Green. Oxford:
Oxford UP, 1993.

Flint, Kate. 7he Victorians and the Visual Imagination. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2000.

Gaskell, Elizabeth. Mary Barton: A Tale of Manchester Life. 1848. Ed. Stephen Gill.
Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1970.

Gaylin, Ann. Eavesdropping in the Novel from Austen to Proust. Cambridge: Cambridge
UPD, 2002.

Godwin, William. 7he Adventures of Caleb Williams: Or Things as They Are. 1794. Ed.



David McCracken. London: Oxford UP, 1970.

[Oliphant, Margaret] “Novels.” Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine 102 (1867): 257-80.

[Rae, Fraser W.] “Sensation Novelists: Miss Braddon.” North British Review 43 (1865):
180-204.

Trollope, Anthony. Framley Parsonage. 1861. Ed. P. D. Edwards. Oxford: Oxford UP,
1980.

——. Can You Forgive Her? 1864-5. Ed. Stephen Wall. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1972.

Welsh, Alexander. George Eliot and Blackmail. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard U,
1985.

Wilde, Oscar. Intentions. 1891. The Complete Works of Oscar Wilde. Vol. IV. Ed. Josephine
M. Guy. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2007.

Wood, Ellen. East Lynne. 1861. Ed. Elisabeth Jay. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2005.

RGN . T Caleb Williams 58y PRI ZERRILEE 13 (1977): 165-82.

OLIERRHESIR)



Abstract

On the Act of Reading (in) Victorian Novels

Kazuhisa TAKAHASHI

Reading a book of fiction is more or less a solitary erotic act, since it enables the reader
to gratify the ravenous but unallowable (therefore, usually repressed) desire to discover,
explore and feast on some dark private parts of other people without exposing him/herself
to danger. The desire is basically sexual, but it is also ‘epistemophilic’; the fact is clearly
shown in the act of peeping and eavesdropping, which can be understood as an allegory
of reading novels. Victorian novels foreground this seemingly or essentially indecent act
because they are deeply fascinated by disguise, falsification or lies. Underneath this trend
lie the separation of public and private zones of activity, and, together with it, the new
belief that identity is not innate but performative. From the 1860s on, this new belief
seems to get pervasive, and representative sensation novelists such as Wilkie Collins, M.
E. Braddon and Mrs Henry Wood, or Anthony Trollope in various ways give full play to
the performativity of identity, sometimes employing justifiable or justified disguises and
lies, but Victorian as well as modern readers do not wholly throw away the idea or myth
of the true or essential identity hidden behind false identities. Inevitably we welcome
highly competent detectives with penetrating eyes and sharp ears as their proxies and
by doing so try to satisfy our insatiable desire to know. Although the desire sometimes
leads the readers/detectives to some form of disaster, as is well illustrated by the fate of
Tulkinghorn, who was trying to discover Lady Dedlock’s secret without any apparent
purposes, they cannot stop reading/detecting because their ‘epistemophilia’ or what could
be termed ‘detective-fever’ cannot easily be alleviated. Never ceasing to explore secret
parts hidden in fictional labyrinths, we as readers/detectives sometimes get the shock of

self-recognition, which must be one of the fruits of reading/detecting novels.



