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Abstract

Cousin Phillis Reconsidered: Focusing on “Prayer”

Masuko ADACHI

Minister Holman’s “prayer” can be separated into three categories, namely, the public prayer
as a minister ((D)), the half public and half private as a minster and a person in his household
(@), and the private as an individual ( (3 ). This essay takes the latter two prayers ) and
into consideration.

Holman prided himself on being an excellent minister with deep learning in theology and
classics, and also on being an able farmer, who could apply his rich knowledge of agriculture
and engineering to farming. This is indicated by his prayer @) .

However, he drives his daughter, Phillis, into a critical brain fever by blaming her
unreasonably about her first love. In the corner of the room, where his wife is nursing Phillis, he
kneels alone in prayer earnestly, and reflects faithfully on what he has said and done, asks God
about what has been wrong with him, and recognizes his sins such as self-conceit, impatience,
and mental weakness. It is described by his prayer (3 .

Servants in Holman’s household practice an “unspoken prayer” in their lives, for example,
by keeping the utmost silence necessary for Phillis’ recovery. In his household, Betty, a maid,
and Timothy, a farm laborer, play especially important roles, because by their conduct they
symbolize Light and Water, emblems of Christ.

Gaskell, a Unitarian, intends to convey in this novella that regardless of scholastic
achievement or social status, anyone can practice “Christ’s Love”, the essential Unitarian
teaching, through prayer 3 . That is to say, anyone can practice “Love” by looking deeply into
themselves and considering what they should do for themselves and others, asking God as well,
during the prayer 3) . The idea is expressed by Phillis” words, namely, “the right ends of prayer,

and special providences”.





