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Abstract

Cousin Phillis Reconsidered: Focusing on “Prayer”

Masuko ADACHI

Minister Holman’s “prayer” can be separated into three categories, namely, the public prayer
as a minister ((D)), the half public and half private as a minster and a person in his household
(@), and the private as an individual ( (3 ). This essay takes the latter two prayers ) and
into consideration.

Holman prided himself on being an excellent minister with deep learning in theology and
classics, and also on being an able farmer, who could apply his rich knowledge of agriculture
and engineering to farming. This is indicated by his prayer @) .

However, he drives his daughter, Phillis, into a critical brain fever by blaming her
unreasonably about her first love. In the corner of the room, where his wife is nursing Phillis, he
kneels alone in prayer earnestly, and reflects faithfully on what he has said and done, asks God
about what has been wrong with him, and recognizes his sins such as self-conceit, impatience,
and mental weakness. It is described by his prayer (3 .

Servants in Holman’s household practice an “unspoken prayer” in their lives, for example,
by keeping the utmost silence necessary for Phillis’ recovery. In his household, Betty, a maid,
and Timothy, a farm laborer, play especially important roles, because by their conduct they
symbolize Light and Water, emblems of Christ.

Gaskell, a Unitarian, intends to convey in this novella that regardless of scholastic
achievement or social status, anyone can practice “Christ’s Love”, the essential Unitarian
teaching, through prayer 3 . That is to say, anyone can practice “Love” by looking deeply into
themselves and considering what they should do for themselves and others, asking God as well,
during the prayer 3) . The idea is expressed by Phillis” words, namely, “the right ends of prayer,

and special providences”.
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Abstract

The Women Who Reject a Marriage Proposal:
Maria Fluart, Ida Rosemeli, Elizabeth Bennet, and
Margaret Hale

Mitsuko SUZUKI

A woman character who rejects resolutely a marriage proposal by a man of position, often
appears in the late eighteenth- and the early nineteenth-centuries novels: Maria Fluart in Robert
Bage’s Hermspromg, or; Man as He Is Not (1796), Ida Rosemeli in Sydney Owenson’s Woman;
or; Ida of Athens (1809), Elizabeth Bennet in Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice (1813) and so
on. The proposal scene is particularly interesting and significant because the private sphere
where a woman protagonist is asked for her hand by her suitor suddenly transforms itself into
the public one where, in Marilyn Butler’s words, ‘the war of ideas’” about race, religion, politics
and empire is fought. When she turns down his marriage proposal, it implies she metaphorically
refuses race, nations, political and social systems, and religious belief he embodies. Women
novelists in the Romantic period express their political, religious, and social ideas through the
medium of novels, which provide the site of ‘the war of ideas’ for the novelists at that time.

The purposes of this essay are twofold. First, I argue what intention lies concealed behind
the above-mentioned novels with a motif of ‘the woman who rejects a marriage proposal’.
Second, I investigate how the scene where Margaret Hale refuses Henry Lennox’s and John
Thornton’s marriage proposal dauntlessly in North and South (1855) inherits and follows the
motif from the novels in the Romantic age, modifying it to serve Elizabeth Gaskell’s own

political purpose.
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She was growing old alone; with a most loving nature, she had none to love as she could
have done, had God permitted her to have husband and children; and sometimes in the deep
midnight she cried aloud to heaven in her exceeding grief that she had never heard a child’s

murmuring voice call her ‘Mother.” (1:126)
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‘... Henceforward you must love like Christ; without thought of self, or wish for return. You
must take the sick and the weary to your heart, and love them. That love will lift you up
above the storms of the world into God’s own peace. ..." (I:171)
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‘... And now I'm going to be plain spoken. You'll want money. Them lawyers is no better
than a sponge for sucking up money; let alone your hunting out Will, and your keep in
Liverpool, and what not. You must take some of the mint I’ve got laid by in the old teapot.
You have no right to refuse, ..." (219)
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She[Mary] saw as clearly as if told in words, that the merry, random, boisterous sailor had
fallen deeply in love with the quiet, prim, somewhat plain Margaret: ... that some inner
feeling made the delicate and becoming rose-flush steal over her countenance. She did not
speak so decidedly as before; there was a hesitation in her manner, that seemed to make her
very attractive; as if something softer, more loveable than excellent sense, were coming in
as a motive for speech; her eyes had always been soft, and were in no ways disfigured by
her blindness, and now seemed to have a new charm, as they quivered under their white

downcast lids. (148)
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Abstract

Elizabeth Gaskell’s Representation of Characters with
Disabilities

Shino HOSHI

This paper explores how Elizabeth Gaskell depicted characters with disabilities in her fiction
and what kind of roles they bear. I analyse six of Gaskell’s works: ‘Libbie Marsh’s Three Eras’
(1847), Mary Barton (1848), ‘Martha Preston’ (1850), “The Well of Pen-Morfa’ (1850), Ruth
(1853), and ‘Half a Life-Time Ago’ (1855). Disability studies has been recognised as an
academic discipline since the 1960s. Literary and cultural studies began to incorporate disability
studies in the 1990s, but most existing studies have discussed contemporary novels or American
literature. Even though Gaskell described various characters with disabilities in her fiction, they
have not been focussed on in previous studies. In the Victorian era, most people regarded those
who had physical or mental impairment as inferior, and many novelists depicted characters with
disabilities with the goal of arousing pity. In fact, Gaskell describes Frank Hall in ‘Libbie
Marth’s Three Eras’ as an object of mercy. However, Margaret Jennings in Mary Barton and
Thurstan Benson in Ruth do not seem to play the same role. Unlike the other characters with
disabilities, these two are depicted as powerful characters who can support their acquaintances.
Mr Benson saves Ruth when she attempts suicide, educates her, and encourages her to work as
a nurse. Consequently, Ruth is able to enter the public sphere and earn the respect of many
people in the town despite the fact that she is perceived as a fallen woman. Moreover, Margaret
is economically independent and has a beautiful voice that she utilises as a singer. She uses her
funds to support her friend, Mary Barton, when Mary is poor. Hence, not only does she achieve
self-actualisation, but she makes her friends empowered. This paper clarifies the fact that
Gaskell was unique among the Victorian novelists in demonstrating the abilities of people with

disabilities in order to overcome discrimination against them.
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