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She was growing old alone; with a most loving nature, she had none to love as she could
have done, had God permitted her to have husband and children; and sometimes in the deep
midnight she cried aloud to heaven in her exceeding grief that she had never heard a child’s

murmuring voice call her ‘Mother.” (1:126)

Martha Stoddard Holmes 12 Xk % £, W'«¢ 7 F U ZHlTIHIREAR SRR GHSES S
B EICNT REZNRESBH D, A X7 AV RO EL RED
ERFFEN TV h o7 (Holmes; Fictions of Affliction 7), Holmes (X, 74 7 bV
THOA AR R 72Dt uAf T4 A7 EY 74 OBRIZOWT, £ VX7 XY
FERO oA i, AEBGRE ETUZEREIETYH, BLALDEAICE
TAEYPEBIC 3 BN Rw E HBRTWE (6-7), 51, T=—H 7L A v
DBIEHETH 2 T—HHRATOWEE, Tb, ANEEDBEOmEEZ Ricvwe a4
VDA—F UL FNEBSLIENE E ORITERPEGDT. TADBRIZIKK
KI5, =LA A=Y VIEAREZEL TSNEHEP RV L LD 15
FTREZERZOMIZHED WL & (I1:373) DFHFEL., BDOH, k%
BNDRFIREINT 0D, T7 a ANBEOKEY ) OFFKRTIE, ¥ —¢ b
LDBEBN) T IBRAT 4 — 7 VIFLEZHNTHED, 74V vy F1E—AThH D,
BEESIREEZ RO I LT INROFEELE D L) TH D, 29 LEE
FRRE, T4 7 b THTREERLZ OFE IR L T, A
DS DAEFDORNRICH>TOEDPERLTHS EEZ 515,

L2LEN IS0k, =Y LAY ITBWT, =¥ DR
KNS D R T2 BT L 95 2 L TRMKEIRZR L T»3 2 L Th 3,
A=YV b IUEIE DS, HDOFELET-E b 725 % H ORI, i
AELIBRD S, FARBXTY « 740 Y7 LR E W) BOFMEEZ - 7207
Zo| Mo T EA, ElE JiRo 5, %505, [MIZEB->THuiand



DDOFIREMERB A, AiEE T2 AZBT S0, FHEORPFRED %
FHIEGHL TOHE Y AT AEDNS 22 TIEBWES I D, X v A7 L ofEdEER
FI23, LDERICIER SN VO DBE L 5N TWEDTH 5,

2 Wit PTG ORER

SCRICEST BIEES IR, ERAPRBLERE I CAREEHY 2 Ep% 0
EEDLNTWE (Davis9), F7z, WEFIISCEEMPCHEE LTHir»ns 2
ED% K EEFZ LIS (ERMIZIERICENTH 5 (Davis9), ZHUE 7+
7 ) 7HICB W TRHEEEBHROFRIMEN T o Twil L 22D F R
LTw3EbE 25, uAf A F—R1F, "HEREFEEIIEH SN, B s,
A, wTuce JIER a0~ HE L TR AN N1 o7 2 LIFH
51 THD) (37) L, VBB 2 REEZE DG OREIFKE  =2I
ITETES LR T 5, I TEEZOL DD L) IS L IR A5 ),
B TR T2 X ) IED Sz, KED &) ichifeeggE,, 2 L=
12 TRRTIES 2DWEC I T2 b I Tldde <, NSRBI S 2 o 1A
RICHI D 2 & DSAEEC &I I3 S 2 & W ) %58, Tdh 2 (37-38), M) E—-
2= a2 DEODFH) 12, BB T OEESOLEDIRIL M S 11T W
%, fEhcld. 77 v 2D AL 26 DRITE % H£d B HIGEREHAR R IEE S
W, 77V 7ICO0WTHIOTEES N A HINE, TRRICHS 72 A% ISR LT
ADWy (51) DEBN TR L BRI, 77 v 7 DG E % T 21
MR ZHENATURAL 2 LT, BEEZFFO7 70 71O TEED 727 iz L
T3 LIICbRASE, 208K THEEICHASDE, 151) bwzIn7y
Sv¥x—) @) "ENnn750F— - F—y {66) BE. 79V 7ICERT
DB DEN S REHT IR EIED 2 L%,

77 2N T BREPROIEHI N DI, MR E—E ZATY T A
NIRIT L 72BE. AR DINS LD 6 v B35 2 6 N A H5IHTH 5,
77V P RBEL TOZDOTE, BOWR> TWie v Dy a 7 7 v 71
F52 25, AOORKELRTEZINT 2L < B, X2 L TIROET% 9 208
o ZOKIM, 7771 TENERRFIEFH I, 1A BT
SN otz 62), FRIZNIBLDT LI SEGDF O A & A% H



FonzIzEMOR N E LTHIPNTHE, F7, KOTIET7 507D L%
ToLRTWED, 77V 73 KOFEZRTELT, G260V IcFE2o0
2L TERLEIHICHONLHRTH VT TV,

7, 2O EoORH) OFETIE, KOFRET TR 77 72D &L %2
DT & 2> XD E WL GEARZ T Z 2 T TITRFAL TN Tw 3, #
ZIE, FF LT ) DTS e BHOWNEZ e — AL v M E 5 TKREA
WL L, RITOMIET7 70713 T2 ZDANLBIERHRTBITHEY)ZE
g ([63) L¥FLDALZET S, 610, KEDYFLD L) BBk s
WATLESTZ ZILEALVAEEEEVHTHRTH S, 2L T, il =
DOHEHIHINVE DETIET 7 v 7 DD TED, 7771
JRITCHRBORNR & o 7 RITHIRIC T 2 &) MK EEEFBICINE 5 T
W3 ZEDHERET B,

ZOR, TRy - 2=7 7058, OFA ML, CHCEEToEESRLE LT
FLORERL TS, 7, Ecldnd cad v EESETH S, 2ok
B 77V 7 IR TEEZDOSHPOLEOM GBI A T2, FlZIR,
REB G Z R — R EREIST 2 2 e TERVERR SN L E, THREDDH S
B0 tDRE 0o, BEFEORIACRZERKI DL (1168) &)k
BOEZA2ZFANE ) LT, TRHCRF L, IS Zmi), (1:168) Tw»3,
77V IDEIBIFHETIE R, FAFOBOEEICHED ofEAYToNT
W3, Eio, BB 2 EHET 2RI L COMBLREEEZ L ). EElo
BRI L CEDLARIHBIZ R C R 2 X ik, BEFEIE» D IEH SN A
DIRIfiD > T BN ZHRT 20D L) TH 5,

S OICREET RE IR, 2 A DFEREEE D © O AR LB fuy
TWBZETHD, WLBROINHZDEIFALD, ZHUIREDDH 2 HDD
HEMANCRONZDEBN T 6 TR, BAICRETONTEL LT
BWNENDZODMIE 75 THD, Z LT TRPEALZRENADZRD b,
JEDTNEZE O E Wi, RO 2 3ihs s X 512 -72, (1168)
LETHB, £fo. ANXDPSBERINT WA Y T4 X MROBEETTA 7 4 v
Febta—Xlk, FAMOIERSZHAEE, fiic "R3B EZ2ENAII L%
VW, BEAIEENAL EBTEZ) (L171) &R 2, FAERELADORR E



BHIETEREZIELE TR 7 707 L8 D PiE) 2 A MIfbHEOBNAD
WRELTHESZ LIChEe 3 HSOMEMZFIRL T EnI | HLLEE
FREFERL T 5,

L LAaD6, ¥r A7 VI L wEEEGRE TRy - =7 7DR, THo
WIHEE SN LIS VEEL, L PP E ho/ed EEBIZS NS 2 A M,
TA T4y FDSLITD L) Rz Zd %,

‘... Henceforward you must love like Christ; without thought of self, or wish for return. You
must take the sick and the weary to your heart, and love them. That love will lift you up
above the storms of the world into God’s own peace. ..." (I:171)
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‘... And now I'm going to be plain spoken. You'll want money. Them lawyers is no better
than a sponge for sucking up money; let alone your hunting out Will, and your keep in
Liverpool, and what not. You must take some of the mint I’ve got laid by in the old teapot.
You have no right to refuse, ..." (219)
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She[Mary] saw as clearly as if told in words, that the merry, random, boisterous sailor had
fallen deeply in love with the quiet, prim, somewhat plain Margaret: ... that some inner
feeling made the delicate and becoming rose-flush steal over her countenance. She did not
speak so decidedly as before; there was a hesitation in her manner, that seemed to make her
very attractive; as if something softer, more loveable than excellent sense, were coming in
as a motive for speech; her eyes had always been soft, and were in no ways disfigured by
her blindness, and now seemed to have a new charm, as they quivered under their white

downcast lids. (148)
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Abstract

Elizabeth Gaskell’s Representation of Characters with
Disabilities

Shino HOSHI

This paper explores how Elizabeth Gaskell depicted characters with disabilities in her fiction
and what kind of roles they bear. I analyse six of Gaskell’s works: ‘Libbie Marsh’s Three Eras’
(1847), Mary Barton (1848), ‘Martha Preston’ (1850), “The Well of Pen-Morfa’ (1850), Ruth
(1853), and ‘Half a Life-Time Ago’ (1855). Disability studies has been recognised as an
academic discipline since the 1960s. Literary and cultural studies began to incorporate disability
studies in the 1990s, but most existing studies have discussed contemporary novels or American
literature. Even though Gaskell described various characters with disabilities in her fiction, they
have not been focussed on in previous studies. In the Victorian era, most people regarded those
who had physical or mental impairment as inferior, and many novelists depicted characters with
disabilities with the goal of arousing pity. In fact, Gaskell describes Frank Hall in ‘Libbie
Marth’s Three Eras’ as an object of mercy. However, Margaret Jennings in Mary Barton and
Thurstan Benson in Ruth do not seem to play the same role. Unlike the other characters with
disabilities, these two are depicted as powerful characters who can support their acquaintances.
Mr Benson saves Ruth when she attempts suicide, educates her, and encourages her to work as
a nurse. Consequently, Ruth is able to enter the public sphere and earn the respect of many
people in the town despite the fact that she is perceived as a fallen woman. Moreover, Margaret
is economically independent and has a beautiful voice that she utilises as a singer. She uses her
funds to support her friend, Mary Barton, when Mary is poor. Hence, not only does she achieve
self-actualisation, but she makes her friends empowered. This paper clarifies the fact that
Gaskell was unique among the Victorian novelists in demonstrating the abilities of people with

disabilities in order to overcome discrimination against them.





