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Abstract

The Women Who Reject a Marriage Proposal:
Maria Fluart, Ida Rosemeli, Elizabeth Bennet, and
Margaret Hale

Mitsuko SUZUKI

A woman character who rejects resolutely a marriage proposal by a man of position, often
appears in the late eighteenth- and the early nineteenth-centuries novels: Maria Fluart in Robert
Bage’s Hermspromg, or; Man as He Is Not (1796), Ida Rosemeli in Sydney Owenson’s Woman;
or; Ida of Athens (1809), Elizabeth Bennet in Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice (1813) and so
on. The proposal scene is particularly interesting and significant because the private sphere
where a woman protagonist is asked for her hand by her suitor suddenly transforms itself into
the public one where, in Marilyn Butler’s words, ‘the war of ideas’” about race, religion, politics
and empire is fought. When she turns down his marriage proposal, it implies she metaphorically
refuses race, nations, political and social systems, and religious belief he embodies. Women
novelists in the Romantic period express their political, religious, and social ideas through the
medium of novels, which provide the site of ‘the war of ideas’ for the novelists at that time.

The purposes of this essay are twofold. First, I argue what intention lies concealed behind
the above-mentioned novels with a motif of ‘the woman who rejects a marriage proposal’.
Second, I investigate how the scene where Margaret Hale refuses Henry Lennox’s and John
Thornton’s marriage proposal dauntlessly in North and South (1855) inherits and follows the
motif from the novels in the Romantic age, modifying it to serve Elizabeth Gaskell’s own

political purpose.





