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“The Poor Clare’ is again one of those tales that take so long to start
that the reader is puzzled about its direction.”
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... and in a moment we were in the street, moving along with the great
current, all tending towards the Convent of the Poor Clares. And still,
as if piercing our ears with its inarticulate cry, came the shrill tinkle
of the bell. In that strange crowd were old men trembling and sobbing,
as they carried their little pittance of food; women with tears running
down their cheeks, who had snatched up what provisions they had in
the vessels in which they stood, so that the burden of these was in many
cases much greater than that which they contained; children, with
flushed faces, grasping tight the morsel of bitten cake or bread, in their
eagerness to carry it safe to the help of the Poor Clares; strong men
~—yea, both Anversois and Austrians— pressing onward with set teeth,
and no word spoken; and over all, and through all, came that sharp
tinkle — that cry for help in extremity.

We met the first torrent of people returning with blanched and
piteous faces; they were issuing out of the convent to make way for the
offerings of others. “Haste, haste!” said they. “A Poor Clare is dying!
A Poor Clare is dead for hunger! God forgive us and our city!”?
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“She is freed from the curse!”®
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Like many nineteenth-century novelists, Gaskell felt freer to express

herself in her stories than in her novels.”
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In the great mirror opposite I saw myself, and right behind, another
wicked, fearful self, so like me that my soul seemed to quiver within
me, as though not knowing to which similitude of body it belonged.”
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“ _The roots of that curse lie deeper than she knows : she unwittingly
banned him for a deeper guilt than that of killing a dumb beast. The

sins of the fathers are indeed visited upon the children.””
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