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"When folk are glad, [ can’t help being glad too, and [ just put out
my hand, and she put out hers. To think o’yon ship come in at last!
And if yo’d been down seeing all t'folk looking and looking their eyes
out, as if they feared they should die afore she came in and brought
home the lads they loved, yo'd ha’ shaken hands wi’ that lass too, and
no great harm done.®
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“They’re taking’em to t'‘Randyvowse,” said Molly. “Eh! I wish I'd
King George here just to tell him my mind.”

The girl clenched her hands, and set her teeth.

“It’s terrible hard!” said Hester; “there’s mothers, and wives, looking
out for 'em, as if they were stars dropt out o’ t’ lift.”

“But can we do nothing for 'em?” cried Sylvia. “Let us go into t’ thick
of it and do a bit of help; I can’t stand quiet and see 't!” Half crying,
she pushed forwards to the door; but Philip held her back.

“Sylvie! you must not. Don’t be silly; it’s the law, and no one can do

aught against it — least of all women and lasses.””
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All night long Sylvia dreamed of burning volcanoes springing out
of icy southern seas. But, as in the specksioneer’s tale the flames were
peopled with demons, there was no human interest for her in the

wondrous scene in which she was no actor, only a spectator.'?
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..and this year, ever sin’ I saw yo'i’ the kitchen corner, sitting
crouching behind my uncle, I as good as swore I'd have yo’ for wife,
or never wed at all. And it was not long ere yo’ knowed it. for all yo’
were so coy, and now yo’ have the face—no, yo’ have not the face——
come, my darling, what is it?” for she was crying; and on his turning
her wet, blushing face towards him, the better to look at it, she suddenly
hid it in his breast. He lulled and soothed her in his arms, as if she had
been a weeping child and he her mother; and then they sat down on
the settle together,---+--
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“It’s not in me to forgive—I sometimes think it’s not in me to forget.
I wonder, Philip, if thy feyther had done a kind deed——and a right
deed—and a merciful deed——and some one as he’d been good to,
even i't’ midst of his just anger, had gone and let on about him to th’
judge, as was trying to hang him——and had getten him hanged——
hanged dead, so that his wife were a widow, and his child fatherless
for ivermore——Iwonder if thy veins would run milk and water, so that
thou could go and make friends, and speak soft wi’ him as had caused
thy feyther’s death?'®
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“Cousin Philip,” she replied, in the same measured tone in which she
had always spoken since she had learned the extent of her father’s
danger—and the slow stillness of her words was in harmony with
the stony look of her face——*thou’s a comfort to me, I couldn’t bide
my life without thee; but I cannot take in the thought o’ love, it seems
beside me quite; I can think on nought but them that is quick and them
that is dead.”"®

(HEKRBLDFIE-> L RROKE S 2B TLURFI2 B LIk
HOEBLFERYTELL BETEEHLEEC. ADLHILRBTH 5,
[74Y) vV 3A, HDLULBAZHIDTTS S, LI LTEST
WLIERBTERUh, TOERLATCIZLRFBALAGOLRCD, BRAT,
RGBT LI o Tobh, HEFTVLAARBLDILLIFEATLE -
AlboZ by, FAt3ZBAORLECDL])
ROFEMZHEE L, LR EL LTI 1T TRV —FT, BEDZ
bnEEzonge, YMETAIAYATE, 74 ) v REEET 5,
A PEE RICRE, B TROFOHbLNTL] kot
But, by-and-by, the time came when she was a prisoner in the house;
a prisoner in her room, lying in bed, with a little baby by her side—
her child, Philip’s child. His pride, his delight knew no bounds ; this
was a new fast tie between them ;'”
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“your marriage is no marriage. You were tricked into it. You are my
wife, not his. I am your husband ; we plighted each other our troth. See!
here is my half of the sixpence.”

He pulled it out from his bosom, tied by a black ribbon round his
neck.

“When they stripped me and searched me in th’ French prison, I
managed to keep this. No lies can break the oath we swore to each
other. I can get your pretence of a marriage set aside. Come away. Leave
that damned fellow to repent of the trick he played an honest sailor ;
we'll be true, whatever has come and gone. Come, Sylvia.”'®
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“baby’s crying for me. His child——yes, it is his child—1I'd forgotten
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that——forgotten all. I'll make my vow now, lest I lose mysel’ again.

11l never forgive yon man, nor live with him as his wife again."
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