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That homely, pretty, old-fashioned little room! How bright and still



and clean it looked! The window . . . was open, to let in the sweet morn-
ing air, and streaming eastern sunshine. The long jessamine sprays, with
their white-scented stars, forced themselves almost into the room. The
little square garden beyond, with grey stone walls all round, was rich
and mellow in its autumnal colouring. . . . It was so still, that the
gossamer-webs, laden with dew, did not tremble or quiver in theleast ...

and the parlour was scented with the odours of mignonette and stocks. ¥
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“I do not see any danger that can arise . . . Ihave watched Ruth, and
I believe she is pure and truthful; and the very sorrow and penitence
she has felt —the very suffering she has gone through — has given her a

thoughtful conscientiousness beyond her age.” (199)
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The nurse’s duties outside the home corresponded to the male middle-
class ideal of public service and yet could be seen as an extension of
a woman’s household tasks. The nurse embodies feminine ideals of
compassion and self-abnegation, “doing” for others at the expense of

her own vital powers. . . . (28)
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Whatever remuneration was offered to her, she took it simply and
without comment: for she felt that it was not hers to refuse; that it
was, in fact, owing to the Bensons for her and her child’s subsistence.
She went wherever her services were first called for. . . . From the happy
and prosperous in all but health, she would occasionally beg off, when
some one less happy and more friendless wished for her; and sometimes
she would ask for a little money from Mr Benson to give to such in
their time of need. But it was astonishing how much she was able to do

without money. (391)
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