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‘Oh! I only meant something in that style; not widows’, of course, but
rather like Mrs. Jamieson’s.’ ®
&
Miss Matty had not yet changed the cap with yellow ribbons, that had
been Miss Jenkyn’s best, and which Miss Matty was now wearing out,
in private, putting on the one made in imitation of Mrs.Jamieson’s at

all times when she expected to be seen.
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| — an old lady had an Alderney cow, which she looked upon as a daugh-
ter. ... The whole town knew and kindly regarded Miss Betty Baker’s
Alderney; ... 1©
¥

She also (asI think I have before said) set up her cow; a mark of respecta-
bility in Cranford, almost as decided as setting up a gig is among some

people. 1V
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About a year after Miss Matty set up shop, I received one of Martha's

hieroglyphics, begging me to come to Cranford very soon. I was afraid
that Miss Matty was ill, and went off that very afternoon, and took

Martha by surprise when she saw me on opening the door. 12
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In my own home, whenever people had nothing else to do, they blamed
me for want of discretion. Indiscretion was my bugbear fault... I was
tired of being called indiscreet and incautious; and I determined for once

to prove myself a model of prudence and wisdom.®

But I was right. I think that must be an hereditary quality, for my

father says he is scarcely ever wrong. 19

... I tried in vain to think of so me subject which should effectually



turn the conversation; but I was very stupid;... 16
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I HAVE often noticed that almost every one has his own individual
small economies — careful habits of saving fractions of pennies in some
one peculiar direction — any disturbance of which annoys him more than

spending shillings or pounds on some real extravagance. 22
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‘She has married for an establishment, that’s it. I suppose she takes
the surgery with it,” said Miss Pole, with a little dry laugh at her own
joke. But, like many people who think they have made a severe and sar-
castic speech, which yet is clever of its kind, she began to relax in
her grimness from the moment when she made this allusion to the

surgery; ... 2

I don’t know if it is a fancy of mine, or a real fact, but I have noticed
that, just after the announcement of an engagement in any set, the un-
married ladies in that set flutter out in an unusual gaiety and newness
of dress, as much as to say, in a tacit and unconscious manner, ‘We also

are spinsters.’ 24
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I could not see that the little event in the shop below had in the least
damped Miss Matty’s curiosity as to the make of sleeves, or the sit of
skirts. She once or twice exchanged congratulations with me on our pri-
vate and leisurely view of the bonnets and shawls; but [ was, all the time,
not so sure that our examination was so utterly private, for I caught
glimpses of a figure dodging behind the cloaks and mantles; and, by a dex-
trous move, I came face to face with Miss Pole, also in morning costume
(the principal feature of which was her being without teeth, and wear-
ing a veil to conceal the deficiency), come on the same errand as ourselves.
But she quickly took her departure, because, as she said, she had a bad

headache and did not feel herself up to conversation. 3
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...; but I may say that there was a time when I did not think I should
have been only Miss Matty Jenkyns all my life; for even if 1 did meet

with any one who wished to marry me now, ... %
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