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1. ¢ “China's Earth and Indian Leaf”: Oriental Commodities in Elizabeth Gaskell’s Condition-of-England Novels’
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In the Victorian era, while women were rarely direct actors in British imperialism, the consumption of foreign
commodities increased indirect interactions between women and overseas territories. Elizabeth Gaskell,
notwithstanding her feigned ignorance regarding supposedly 'unfeminine' issues of global trade, had cultivated an
acute responsiveness to the world beyond England. This presentation investigates how Gaskell deploys oriental
commodities like tea, opium, silks, and shawls, as portrayed in her novels, namely Mary Barton (1848), Ruth (1853)
and North and South (1854). In these texts, hybrid cultural characteristics of the commodities are utilised to either
domesticate or orientalise the items or the user in question. I argue that whether they are problematised or not seems
to depend on the social status of the characters in relation to them. Moreover, I aim to unpack how some female
characters are highlighted with oriental physical features and described metaphorically as a 'slave’ or an 'empress',
and what that seems to signify in the Victorian marriage market. I wish to argue that Gaskell's novels can be thus
illuminatingly situated within the broader context of the British empire, which both qualifies and enlarges their close
attention to domestic issues of class and gender, and to the mid-nineteenth-century debate on the condition of England.
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	渋谷・恵比寿駅からバスをご利用の場合
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	港区コミュニティバス「ちぃばす」の青山ルートに、「日赤医療センター」
	バス停が設置されています。時刻表、運賃などの詳しい情報は港区のホーム
	ページでご確認ください。
	地下鉄広尾駅から徒歩で来学の場合

